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The National Democratic Institute for International Affairs 


The National Democratic Institute for International Affairs (NDI) is a nonprof- 
it organization working to strengthen and expand democracy worldwide. 
Calling on a global network of volunteer experts, NDI provides practical assis- 
tance to civic and political leaders advancing democratic values, practices and 
institutions. NDI works with democrats in every region of the world to build 
political and civic organizations, safeguard elections, and promote citizen par- 
ticipation, openness and accountability in government. 
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Please send your feedback or comments to: 


arabictranslation @ ndi.org 


National Democratic Institute for International Affairs, Beirut-Lebanon. 

Copyright © National Democratic Institute for International Affairs (NDI) 2005. 06/05. All rights 
reserved. Portions of this work may be reproduced and/or translated for noncommercial purposes 
provided NDI is acknowledged as the source of the material and is sent copies of any translation. 


Ss Forward 


Compiling the English based jargon of election 
work and translating it into a language as intricate 
and uncompromising as Arabic is a daunting 
mission. NDI's Arabic Publication Center in Beirut 
is not the first to try, but with 630 entries, NDI's 
Translator's English-Arabic Guide to Election Termino- 
logy may have left only few stones unturned. Even 
the most obscure expressions have been discussed 
and definitions have been attempted. 


It would be an understatement to say that Arabic 
speakers are passionate about Arabic and quick to 
debate usage, nuance and meaning. Yet another 
component of the debate is the issue of regional 
differences. In Lebanon, for example, "mabsut" 
means happy. In Iraq "mabsut" means well beaten. 
As with most communication, context is everything. 


As NDI expands democracy and governance 
programs throughout the Arabic speaking world, 
Arabic speakers on the Middle East and North Africa 
(MENA) team will inevitably be at the forefront of 
creating new and precise idiom to convey the 
concepts and ideas central to NDI's work. 


The team at the Arabic Publication Center, who 
developed this Guide, humbly offers this first effort 
with the hope that it will not only prove useful to 
NDI programs but that it will spark the regional 
discussion necessary to refine and improve its 
content. The Guide is meant to be used as a reference 
document for NDI staff and contract interpreters. It is 
not meant to be the final, authoritative resource. 


User feedback is essential - comments and thoughts 
on terms, definition, usage, and regional application 
are desired and actively solicited. To make this 
process as simple as possible, each copy of the 
Guide contains self-addressed, tear-off, mail-in 
sheets for comments. All that is required is a stamp. 
Comments and suggestions can also be emailed to 
the NDI translation team at: 


arabictranslation @ ndi.org. 


Ms. May Ahmar, Arabic Publication Center Coor- 
dinator in Lebanon, developed the project and served 
as the primary and final editor. She was assisted by 
Ms. Hiba Charara with research and by Lebanon 
staff member, Ms. Nour Al Assad with translation. 


The glossary included in "The Political Campaign 
Planning Manual" by J.Brian O'Day for NDI, was 
added verbatim to the Guide. Other primary sources 
and websites are gratefully acknowledged below: 


The UNTERM: It is a Multilingual Database 
including terminology related to the United Nations’ 
work in elections, governance and other programs. 
http://157.150.197.21/dgaacs/unterm.nsf 


The UNDP Programme on Governance in the Arab 
Region (POGAR). www.pogar.org 


ACE PROJECT Glossary: www.aceproject.org 
(Produced by the International Foundation for 
Election Systems (IFES), the International Institute 
for Democracy and Electoral Assistance (IDEA) 
and the United Nations Department of Economic 
and Social Affairs (UNDESA)) 


Other secondary sources included: 


The Boulder Community Network (BCN): it provides 
non-profit organizations with information about 
community issues. http://bcen.boulder.co.us 


Elections Canada is an independent body establi- 
shed by parliament. This website is part of an effort 
to provide accessible information about the federal 
electoral system. www.elections.ca 


Access Clark County is the official website for the 
Clark County in Nevada. It provides information 
about local government, legislation, and public services 
for local constituents. www.accessclarkcounty.com 


www.dictionary.com 
www.answers.com 
Please accept our thanks in advance for your 


feedback. We look forward to hearing from you. 


Joseph Hall, Senior Advisor 
Middle East and North Africa 
Beirut, Lebanon 

jhall @ndi.org 
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A ballot used by voters who are unable 
to go to the polls to vote, either because 
they are disabled or will be away from 
the district on election day. Often it is 
mailed to the voters and they must send 
it back to the board of elections before 
Election Day. See Ballot. 


A voting method by which people can 
cast their ballots without going to the 
polling place on election day. According 
to various state laws or constitutions, 
voters have a time frame by which they 
can obtain a ballot before the election, 
mark it, and then usually mail it, sealed, 
to the appropriate election official. 


In most countries, an absolute majority 
is more than 50 per cent, but in some, to 
qualify for an absolute and not just sim- 
ple majority, it is 70%. 


The electorate, and its representatives, 
have full access to the process during all 
its stages — campaigning, registration, 
voting and counting — and have the 
ability to reach all the voters by having 
sufficient means (funding) and access. 


Electoral districts that are periodically 
redrawn. 


Another term for a Mixed Member 
Proportional System. 


The hearing and deciding of a legal 
case in a court of law. 


responsible for organizing materials for 
Polling Day and assisting with post 
Polling day statutory requirements, in 
addition to performing general adminis- 
tration and clerical functions. 


Absentee Ballot - Administration Clerk 


Y Gp Ul opat pete ols) UL, (og 
dart Sled gl BY Sle J! Jpeg Ogaden 
SUI ps BES ge pgs sl Gin Gel ye 
Ja bes) deg)! JI ade WE Joo gy gl edu 
DULG Bla sll IU Akl p gl 

gY 


pales gf oly Wyy paN O J) oill 
dies Upham j bL op ot Lin ideu 
lp ns eai ps glag gl SY! GU le 

ot LYI Laje | iaga gyl 


ce 1o a PS) pa L AEM OASI pine $ 
Aall ESU fal cog l olab B oS olg 
SN he Spal gia ned EEN G 


TV Load! JI Myles OF egit el Xe 
Sapaily haill J dtl oe Wyle US 3 
Ce ne YS dl Upegll GIG! parties = lly 

(pager ead le) AS Eleg che gl pram Jd 


G laud ole Ses Fi A 


iri] ial Ales lU aT alas ga 
„hlist 


ASS! 3 AS Sb ina o laly ghal 


3 sdclulls seed esl ol ghl wa OF JS 5s 
eli J) BLS) ols pg te 2596 oars 


Hale ilal ples 


|| Administrative Exclusion 
g YI eLa] 


=] Advance Voting 
CER ma 


|| Advertisements 
coiled! sey! 


I) attitiatea 


pee / ite 


=] ANNON SN. 
err: 


Allocation of Seats 
SL j 55/ yamat 


|| sal sitchin hale 


|| Alternative Vote 
hal cupaill 


Amendment of 
Electoral Law 


BY ol Jhs 


Administrative Exclusion- Amendment of Electoral Law 


Administrative exclusion occurs when 
people who are ostensibly eligible to 
vote are not entitled to vote because they 
have been left off the voters list. They 
may be excluded, for example, simply 
by their own choice or personal habits, 
or due to limitations of the system of 
voter registration, such as a poorly pub- 
licized deadline for completing the reg- 
istration process. 


Voting taking place in the days in the 
lead up to polling day by voters who will 
not be able to vote on election day. Also 
known as early voting, or advance 
polling. 


A form of voter contact in which the 
campaign pays to have the mass media 
deliver the message. See Message, 
Mass Media and Paid Media. 


Associated with, or a member of, a 
political party or political organization. 


Individuals living in a country who are 
not legal citizens of the nation or of the 
state in which they reside. 


Distribution of seats to political parties or 
candidates according to votes received. 


In some elections the voters are required 
to make a set number of choices. Many 
voters will make most of these choices 
alphabetically as the candidates are list- 
ed on the ballot, without any evaluation 
as to the candidates’ qualifications. 


Under the Alternative Vote system you 
vote by showing your preferences. This 
means putting each candidate in order - 
from the candidate who you most want 
to win as your Ist choice, to the candi- 
date who you least want to win as your 
last choice. 


A revision or change made in the elec- 
toral law and regulations by formal pro- 
cedure. 


call eles! et ve wey cla Soy 
debe pe pasle ove cng iue oe CES 
LAU pda sl Jest Gad oon SY G 
[as gf Ses dare Il egille Coen gf eall ee 
ad le che Y cl Wl ees pli opt 

«heme GL SUEY Sag al © ALSI 


EW esd! G ca pasll bd ee GL gL VI 
pepe meee lee RU eh pe 
„paal Copal WIS Gig obl 


pork be iH pis eel JLU iib 
ILJI l ANYI Lila! pc aid ONI 
Y g all AYI EUIS y WEY, 


iliu gh pute oja g pie hice dl pa 
EN 


Ip OF poe o g th B bpi Cpl poles 
lga Opens UA gf DW ee pd bl yo 


leete Igla (I olp 


Slana ada PLAL Ope! ph bY] Gan 3 
ples I ope td! Sg LY os 
lao! Saab by ge Cs A Ce pi ile 
ponds ol lege cg BVI iy che ee SM Ll 

cmb og 


cee US ALAR Ugh) le teal pL BVI 
Oboes GU ASA ele! Pol eed Ml sy 
das gill idb Sesh US SL ey 

gen ol YI 


Koby LAY Olas! G peeks gh bas dole} 


I) Apathy, Voters 
oY 


|| Apparentement 
/ gles) WA 
ChE! 3 cot seal 


|| Appropriation 
Jll) gamas 
lols] eB) 


|| Approval Voting 
[siaz Co ga 
[Jal yas 
iila 


o] At-Large 
s2 nt 


E At-Large District 
dUd iala iplo 


m] At-large Plurality 
Ca gn / pet! g sias 


ioli Abe) / SII 
P Attitudes 
Lisl ys 


I) Audit (Electoral) 
ERTE 
fatast eal 
oles iuba] 


Apathy, Voters - Audit (Electoral) 


A trend among some voters to lack of 
interest in voting, politics, candidates, 
and other public issues. 


A device used in some list proportional 
representation systems which enables 
separate parties to declare themselves 
linked for the purpose of seat allocation. 


Money used to pay for government- 
approved expenditures. 


A single seat election method, which 
uses a majority of lower choices. It is a 
voting procedure in which voters can 
vote for, or approve of, as many candi- 
dates as they wish. Each candidate 
approved of receives one vote, and the 
candidate with the most votes wins. 


Candidates for certain types of offices 
may be elected to represent certain geo- 
graphic areas within the jurisdiction, such 
as a district or ward. Only the residents of 
the district may vote for the office. But if 
a candidate is elected at-large, he repre- 
sents the entire jurisdiction, and all voters 
may vote for the office. 


A district often with sub districts in it or 
where more than one candidate shares 
the same district. A mayor may run “at- 
large” while the city council members 
run in districts. See Multi Mandate. 


see Block Voting. 


This describes how the voters feel going 
into the election - either satisfied or angry, 
feeling better off or worse off, etc... 


The independent examination of records 
and activities to ensure compliance with 
established controls, policy, and opera- 
tional procedures, and to recommend 
any indicated changes in controls, poli- 
cy, or procedures. 
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A financial condition whereby any level 
of government spends as much money 
as it takes in, mainly from taxes and 
other revenue sources. 


The official document voters will use to 
cast their vote, thus making their choic- 
es known. 


Container into which the voters place 
their ballot papers. 


Also called a ballot measure, referen- 
dum or proposition. A ballot initiative is 
a proposed piece of legislation (a law) 
that people can vote on. 


This is the place where the candidate’s 
name appears on the ballot. If there are 
a lot of candidates on the ballot or it is 
otherwise long, voters will often not 
read all the way down the list, thus giv- 
ing candidates with a higher placement a 
better chance. 


The kinds of choices voters can make on 
a ballot. The range of choices includes: 
marking a single choice for party or can- 
didate, indicating a set of preferences, or 
weighting choices by ranking candidates. 


Deliberately spoiling the paper ballots of 
the voters one seeks to Disenfranchise. 


See Voting. 


A political poll taken to determine as 
much information about the voters as 
possible, usually done early in the cam- 
paign before there is much political 
activity. See Political Poll and 
Tracking Poll. 


Balanced Budget - Baseline Poll 
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Bias - Block Vote/ Bloc Vote 


A leaning in favor of or against some- 
thing or someone; partiality or prejudice. 


In government, bicameralism is the 
practice of having two legislative or par- 
liamentary chambers. Thus, a bicameral 
parliament or bicameral legislature is a 
parliament or legislature which consists 
of two Chambers or Houses. 


Proposed act not yet passed by Parliament. 


Consisting of, or supported by, members 
of two parties, especially two major 
political parties. 


Official records or certificates of peo- 
ple's births, or where these records are 
kept. In some countries it is necessary 
to produce an official copy of one's birth 
certificate to prove citizenship or voting 
eligibility. 


A blank ballot is simply that no mark is 
made on the ballot, meaning that the 
voter did not vote for any of the candi- 
dates on the ballot, nor did they vote for 
or against a proposition on the ballot. 


A primary election in which the names 
of all the candidates for all the parties 
are on one ballot. 


In areas where there is considerable sup- 
port for the candidate - say six out of ten 
voters support the candidate - it may 
benefit the campaign if as many voters 
as possible go to the polls, regardless of 
whether or not the supporters have been 
identified. If everyone in an area is 
encouraged to vote, then this is consid- 
ered a “blind pull” to the polls. See 
GOTY and Pull. 


A multi-seat election method. A system 
of voting in multi-member districts. 
Each elector is given as many votes as 
there are seats (e.g., in a legislative 


Ll coda jou gl « ai a et Jea gl ee 
mee 


Wey gt crt odt Lejlall go ciah È 
cll gf SLI lll faring fetestl oils 


dey OU yl oa oJ Osi el sl 


2b tole one pal 


pend gl deme Sl BOYS lated gh oer! 
abies oja hid Coe OK ge oR EY! 505 
Ct tee eed de OL! ae BD pat! oe 

ELAY Ge gh et OLY AN sales 


AÍ gl Lele eat pb A GL BY yy a dbl 
oe oja ws wr Y Spa JÈ ws (dade 
By de cll gh 4s d cll 


BoB Ml YS cll gd opt Di oblast Ue 
iawl gl ci) yy de BIS I>) 


Cede ye dy Ogee, Yate kd bg (ll Gb G 
Ope omal ipie JS cya ew Jy — eo pol 
Se ote St gi ood Lire OS 5 -ai l 
Ad oe Bl Gat eV She! el os 
Ce) arts ME gue Geel! al . 1 BY 

sound 


ce Sb JS Jeary doles elil pl) de 
B) ELJI tela ote line lye ope oe 


a Board of Elections 
SLL) dis 


|| Borda Count 
lo) 9 as 


E] Booth Capturing 
ola be ib 
gl AYI 


Booth Management 
EEY ola ill 


|| Bottleneck 
a „e 


|| Bottoms Up 
HYI Cro SLE dole} 


I) Boundary (Electoral) 
Pome cant pilot 39> 


El Boundary Delimitation 


Block Vote/ Bloc Vote - Boundary Delimitation 


body) to be filled, and in most cases the 
electors are free to vote for individual 
candidates regardless of party affilia- 
tion. In most bloc vote systems the elec- 
tors may use as many or as few of their 
votes as they wish. In First Past the Post 
bloc voting systems, the candidates with 
the most votes win--an absolute majori- 
ty is not required. Also known as At- 
Large Plurality 


Usually a non-partisan board or multi- 
partisan board set up to oversee the elec- 
tion and make sure that it is conducted 
fairly. See Election Commission. 


A voting system for single or multiple 
seat elections using rank preference 
ballots. 


The act of seizing and controlling a 
polling station so that many fraudulent 
votes may be cast there (this term is used 
in India). 


Managing the booths in the polling 
station. 


The term used to describe the individual, 
place or position that causes the flow of 
information or other activities to slow 
down or halt. 


A multi-seat election method. The same 
as Instant Runoff Voting except runoff 
cycles stop when number of remaining 
candidates is equal to the number of 
seats to be filled. 


Something that marks an electoral limit 
or border. 


The process of drawing boundaries of 
constituencies for allocation of seats. 
Also known as Districting. 
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Budget - By-Law 


The budget usually refers to the amount 
of money you expect to spend on vari- 
ous aspects of the campaign. You 
should also figure out how many people 
are needed to accomplish each task and 
how long each task will take. In this 
way you will also be budgeting your 
time and people resources as well. 


A type of paper ballot in which the actu- 
al voting is done by the central fold of a 
two-page, pamphlet-like ballot (the two 
open pages are like a butterfly’s wings; 
the voting is done where the butterfly’s 
body would be). 


An election not held at the usually 
scheduled time, often to fill a vacancy in 
the office. There is often much lower 
voter turnout in a special or by-election. 
See Special Election. 


A law or rule governing the internal 
affairs of an organization; or a second- 
ary law. 
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Calendar Of Events (Administrative) - Campaign Manager 


Structured sequence of tasks leading to 
the announcement of the successful 
party or candidates. It provides the key 
milestone and tasks that must be com- 
pleted to ensure that the election takes 
place in an organized manner. 


Political activity, including meetings, 
rallies, speeches, demonstrations, parades, 
other events, and the use of the media, 
intended to inform the electorate of the 
platform of a particular candidate or 
political party and to gather support. 


The calendar used to schedule events 
and voter contact in the campaign. This 
should be a master calendar with the 
final say of what goes on in the cam- 
paign (“if it’s not on the calendar, it’s 
not happening”). Often there is a large, 
public version (and therefore less com- 
plete) hanging on the wall. 


Often this is the decision making group 
in the campaign made up of the key 
advisors to the candidate; this commit- 
tee could also provide financial assis- 
tance to candidates, in addition to its 
strategic support. See Campaign Team. 


Donations to political campaigns from 
the candidates’ supporters. 


A movement to restrict the amount of 
money that individuals and interest 
groups can contribute to political cam- 
paigns. 


Printed campaign material used to 
inform potential voters about the candi- 
date and persuade them to vote for the 
candidate. 


The person responsible for overseeing 
the strategic development and the day- 
to-day running of the campaign. The can- 
didate cannot be the campaign manager. 
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Campaign Period - Candidate Research 


Period of time, defined by law, within 
which candidates may conduct cam- 
paign activities and election propaganda. 


The written document bringing together 
the important research, the targeting, the 
message and the strategy of the cam- 
paign. This should be drafted at the 
beginning of the campaign and provide 
a step-by-step outline of how the cam- 
paign will get to Election Day. 


People who have experience working in 
many past campaigns and are often paid 
to work on campaigns. These people 
understand the fundamentals of cam- 
paign development, such as raising 
money, formulating a campaign mes- 
sage, working with the media and target- 
ing and persuading voters. 


The money, time, information and vol- 
unteer help a campaign has access to. 


Often this is the decision making group 
in the campaign made up of the key 
advisors to the candidate. In some cases 
the campaign team maybe the Campaign 
Committee plus the campaign staff. See 
Campaign Committee. 


This is the person running for a particu- 
lar elected position. The role of the can- 
didate is to meet voters and potential 
donors to the campaign and persuade 
them to support the candidate. The can- 
didate cannot be the campaign manager, 
responsible for the strategic develop- 
ment and day to day running of the cam- 


paign. 


Candidate research is all the informa- 
tion, both good and bad, that your cam- 
paign can put together on your candi- 
date. This is part of the overall research 
that should be done at the beginning of 
the campaign. See Research. 
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Candidate’s Agent - Certifying Election Results 


A representative of a candidate who 
may be present during the voting and 
during the count. 


A person designated by a candidate to be 
responsible for the financial manage- 
ment of his campaign, the application of 
relevant financial rules and the comple- 
tion of the statutory reports. 


This is a type of voter contact in which 
the candidate or volunteers go from one 
house or apartment to another, talking 
directly to voters. When done by the 
candidate, this is one of the most persua- 
sive methods of winning votes, though it 
is time and labor intensive. aka Door-to- 
Door. 


The act of putting a ballot in a ballot 
box, or the act of recording a preference 
for a certain motion or candidate. 


Form of ballot in which only a single 
choice for a candidate or party can be 
made. 


A meeting of party leaders and/or sup- 
porters, the purpose of which may be to 
show unity for a particular issue (usual- 
ly held privately) or to select a candidate 
for office. 

A group within a legislative or decision- 
making body seeking to represent a spe- 
cific interest or influence a particular 
area of policy. Chiefly British, a com- 
mittee within a political party charged 
with determining policy. 


Process whereby small groups select 
representatives who, in turn, choose 
people to serve in a given Government. 


Highest body of electoral administration. 


Once the actual election is over there are 
still a few things that need to occur to 
finalize it. The election is not completed 
until after it is certified and elected can- 
didates qualify and take office. Though 
protections are in place to guarantee a 
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Certifying Election Results - Choice Transfer 


voter’s privacy, the various administra- 
tive steps in the election process are 
public. This means anyone interested in 
being present for the preliminary count 
or certification of the count can be, and 
the public must be provided notice of 
when these actions will occur so that 
anyone interested may attend. 


A tiny bit of paper that is punched from 
a ballot using a punch-type mechanical 
voting machine. 


A calling into question, especially a 
questioning of validity or legality of the 
election results. 


A campaign message must be short, 
truthful and credible, persuasive and 
important to voters, show contrast with 
the opposition, speak to the heart, be tar- 
geted and repeated again and again. 


An individual who introduces and 
reviews the management structure that 
reflects the particular needs of the coun- 
try in delivering effective electoral 
administration. Also see Electoral 
Management Body. 


The elimination of a Low Series of can- 
didates before the transfer of surplus 
votes in a Full Choice election. 


See Single Transferable Vote. 


The ranked choices made by each elec- 
tor. The voter would only have a single 
vote, but the voter would be allowed to 
rank a list of choices of his preferred 
candidates. This list would be attached 
to his single vote. The vote belongs to 
the first candidate on this list. 


The transfer of surplus votes from lead- 
ing candidates. The single vote that the 
voter cast is transferable at times, in part 
or whole, to another candidate under 
certain conditions. After all Surplus 
Votes have been transferred the Choice 
Run-Off part of Choice Voting would 
be put into operation. 
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Choice Voting - Claims 


See Single Transferable Vote. 


An individual who is a naturalized or 
native-born Resident of a state, dis- 
plays allegiance to that state’s political 
and legal authority, and who is there- 
fore entitled to the rights and protec- 
tions of its laws. 


A mechanism which enables voters to 
place legislative issues on the ballot or 
in front of their legislature. 


Reporters interview citizens to attempt 
to measure their thoughts on political 
issues during a campaign. Reporters 
should also try to cover the important 
issues (as determined by speaking to cit- 
izens and conducting focus groups) 
repetitiously, to insure that readers and 
viewers have a good chance of coming 
across the coverage. 


Educational program aiming to pro- 
mote political awareness understand- 
ing and knowledge of the rights and 
responsibilities of the citizens. 


Civic journalism is an effort to reach 
out to the public more aggressively in 
the reporting process, to listen to how 
citizens frame their problems and what 
citizens see as solutions to those prob- 
lems. This information is then used to 
enrich news stories. Civic journalism is 
practiced by newspapers and radio and 
television stations in many parts 
around the world. 


It consists of a range of associations 
and membership organizations that 
bring citizens together to act in a polit- 
ical and policy realms. 


Complaints regarding decisions or lack 
of action presented by different elec- 
toral actors. See also Challenge, 
Dispute. 
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Closed List - Code of Conduct 


A form of List PR in which electors are 
restricted to voting only for a party or 
political grouping, and cannot express a 
preference for any candidate within a 
party list. 


Primary election in which only a politi- 
cal party’s members may vote on its 
nominees. 


The alliance of the forces of two or more 
groups or political parties to form the 
government. 


Coalition Government is a Government 
created from more than one political 
party. It is sometimes (but not always) 
created when no single party has gained 
an overall majority in a GeneralElection. 
Two or more parties may then agree to 
govern together. 


The transmission of results from a par- 
ticular polling site to the next level to be 
collated with other results to give the 
outcome for a wider area to establish the 
overall national results. 


Association of two or more political par- 
ties constituting a joint force for the pur- 
pose of contesting an election or form- 
ing a government. 


An allusion to the rear panels (“tails”) of 
a gentleman’s frock coat. In American 
politics, it refers to the ability of a popu- 
lar officeholder or candidate for office, 
on the strength of his or her own popu- 
larity, to increase the chances for victo- 
ry of other candidates of the same polit- 
ical party. This candidate is said to carry 
others to victory “on his coattails. 


A set of general rules of behaviour for 
political parties and their supporters 
relating to their participation in an elec- 
tion process, to which parties ideally 
will voluntarily agree and which may, 
subsequent to that agreement be incor- 
porated in law. Proclaims guidelines of 
behaviour and standards that are diffi- 
cult to embody in a statute. 
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Code os Ethics - Communal Roll 


See Code of Conduct. 


Calculated for each district by dividing 
the number of valid votes cast by the 
number of seats allocated to the district. 


These are events in the home of a volun- 
teer or supporter where their friends are 
able to meet the candidate. These have 
the advantage of face-to-face contact 
with the candidate, the most persuasive 
form of voter contact. Coffees can also 
be used for small donor fundraising. 


A demographic group similar to or hav- 
ing similar interests to another demo- 
graphic group. For example, teachers 
may share an interest in improving edu- 
cation with mothers. Teachers and moth- 
ers would be collateral groups. 


A formal group of experts brought 
together on a regular or ad hoc basis to 
debate matters within that sphere of 
expertise, and with regulatory or quasi- 
judicial powers such as the ability to 
license activity in the sphere of activity 
or to subpoena witnesses. Commissions 
usually also have advisory powers to 
government. The organizational form of 
a commission is often resorted to by 
governments to exhaustively investigate 
a matter of national concern, and is often 
known as a “commission of inquiry.” 
This legal structure can be contrasted 
with a council, the latter not enjoying 
quasi-judicial or regulatory powers. 


seats are not only divided on a commu- 
nal basis, but the entire system of parlia- 
mentary representation is similarly 
based on communal considerations. This 
usually means that each defined com- 
munity has its own electoral roll, and 
elects only members of its “own group” 
to Parliament. 


A register of voters in which ascriptive 
criteria such as race or ethnicity deter- 
mine which electors can enroll to vote, 
and which candidates can be elected, 
within the wider electoral contest. 
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Compensatory Seats - Consolidation of Democracy 


The List Proportional Representation 
seats in a mixed member proportional 
system which are awarded to parties on 
the basis of their proportion of the 
national vote and designed to correct any 
disproportionality in the results of the 
elections held in plurality-majority dis- 
trict seats. 


Meaning that at least two parties present 
alternative sets of candidates. 


See By-Election. 


Voting is compulsory, in some coun- 
tries, which means that if you do not 
vote and do not have a valid and suffi- 
cient reason for failing to vote, you may 
be fined. 


In respect of an election in an electoral 
district, the date for the commencement 
of the preparation of the preliminary 
lists of electors for that election. 


These are political divisions within a 
state, the boundaries of which are drawn- 
up by the state legislature. One member 
of the national House of Representatives 
is elected per district. 


An individual with a political philosophy 
supporting conserving heritage, tradi- 
tional values or an established social 
order. He does not reject change but 
insists that further change be organic 
rather than revolutionary. See Liberal. 


The consolidation of democracy is the 
process by which democracy becomes 
so broadly and profoundly legitimatised 
among its citizens that it is very unlike- 
ly to break down. When democracy is 
consolidated, it has been accepted by 
most citizens as the only game in town. 
The consolidation of democracy 
involves behavioral and institutional 
changes that normalize democratic poli- 
tics and narrow its uncertainty. This nor- 
malization requires the expansion of cit- 
izen access, development of democratic 
citizenship and culture, broadening of 
leadership recruitment of a mature civil 
society and more importantly, political 
institutionalization. 
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Consolidation of Democracy - Convention 


Consolidation requires that habituation 
to the norms and procedures of demo- 
cratic conflict regulation be developed. 
A high degree of institutional routiniza- 
tion is key to such process. 


The concept that the candidate and the 
party are always working for the next 
election and do not wait for election 
time to start delivering a message. 


A portion of the population represented by 
a particular elected leader or organization. 


The electoral division or area, or the peo- 
ple in it, which a member of Parliament 
represents. 


A citizen who lives in a legislator’s 
area of representation. 


Set of basic rules by which the govern- 
ment of a State is organized regulating 
the relationships between the legislature, 
the executive and the judiciary. 


An administrative or any other objection 
to activities and decisions of an electoral 
nature or to the electoral processes and 
results. 


Districts comprised of areas which are 
geographically adjoined or touching. 


Using the campaign message to demon- 
strate the difference between candidates 
when they are compared with each 
other. It is important to give the voters 
a clear choice. See Credibility and 
Message. 


See Campaign Contributions. 


A meeting of party delegates and leaders 
at any of the three levels of government 
(federal, state, local) in order to formu- 
late party strategy and tactics while also 
nominating candidates for political 
office. In addition, the party platform is 
written and approved, detailing where 
the party “stands” on the important 
issues of the upcoming campaign. 
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Convention Bounce - Credibility 


An increase in a presidential candidate’ s 
popularity, as indicated by public-opin- 
ion polls, in the days immediately fol- 
lowing his or her nomination for office 
at the national convention. 


After a copy of the preliminary register 
of voters is publicly displayed at the 
actual registration centre for claims and 
objections, corrections are made and the 
final voter register for each state and 
each local government area and ward 
should be displayed for public scrutiny. 
The final corrected voter list should be 
produced and made public at a relative- 
ly early date, usually specified, before 
the elections. 


The local body that operates from the 
town hall to raise local taxes and admin- 
ister local services. A formal group of 
experts brought together on a regular 
basis to debate matters within that 
sphere of expertise, and with advisory 
powers to government. It can be con- 
trasted with a commission which, 
although also a body of experts, is typi- 
cally given regulatory powers in addi- 
tion to a role as advisor to the govern- 
ment. 


The process of sorting, tallying, record- 
ing and tabulating of votes cast in an 
election. 


A centralized premise in which votes 
from several polling stations are aggre- 
gated and counted. 


Any attempt by the campaign to bring 
together a large group of people. 
Generally people brought together by 
the campaign will already be supporters, 
but the event may receive press cover- 
age and thereby influence other voters. 
Created events can also be used to raise 
funds and energize supporters. See 
Preset Events. 


The positive or negative view voters 
have of a candidate or party. By creat- 
ing contrast, campaigns can use their 
message to raise their candidate’s credi- 
bility, lower their opponents’ credibility 
or both. See Contrast and Message. 
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Cross Cutting Cleavages - Cumulative Voting 


Political allegiances of voters which cut 
across societal cleavages of ethnicity, 
religion, or class. 


[Comparing or referencing various 
responses to questions on a political poll 
with responses to other questions or 
demographic information. The real infor- 
mation in a political poll comes from the 
cross tabs. See Political Poll. 


Small groupings within the demographic 
breakdown that are members of at least 
two other demographic sets. 


A system of voting in which each voter 
is given as many votes as there are posi- 
tions to be filled and allowed to cast 
those votes for one candidate or distrib- 
ute them in any way among the candi- 
dates. It is a system of Proportional 
Representation in which minorities can 
ensure their approximate proportional 
representation by concentrating their 
votes on a subset of candidates com- 
mensurate with their size in the elec- 
torate. 
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Dark Horse - Declined Ballot 


A usually little-known candidate who 
unexpectedly wins a party’s nomination. 


A tape or disc on which the names of 
electors may be stored for later use. 


Face-to-face discussion between or 
among candidates on the issues, their 
qualifications, leadership abilities, and 
voting records. Debates can occur at all 
three levels of government, but the most 
publicized on the national level are 
debates involving the presidential nomi- 
nees. These debates are televised, can 
involve questions from journalists and 
average citizens, and will reach millions 
of voters at one time. A presidential 
candidate who performs poorly on these 
national telecasts can lose voter support. 


An announcement of the result of an 
election by a district Returning Officer 
declaring the successful candidate as the 
elected member. 


Votes that are sealed in an envelope 
signed by the voter. These votes are cast 
when: the voter casts an absent or postal 
vote; the voter’s name cannot be found 
on the electoral roll; the voter’s name is 
marked off the electoral roll as already 
having voted. 


An elector who has received a ballot and 
returns it to the deputy returning officer 
declining to vote, forfeits the right to 
vote and the deputy returning officer 
shall immediately write the word 
“declined” upon the back of the ballot 
and preserve it to be returned to the 
returning officer and shall cause an 
entry to be made in the poll record that 
the elector declined to vote. 
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Delegate - Deputy Returning Officer 


A representative, usually chosen either 
in state caucuses or presidential primar- 
ies, who will be responsible for choos- 
ing presidential and vice presidential 
nominees at the national party conven- 
tions every four years. Most delegates 
are pledged to support a specific candi- 
date. A majority of the delegates’ votes 
at the convention is needed for a presi- 
dential candidate to receive the party’s 
nomination. 


See Districting. 


Political system where the people share 
in directing the activities of the state, as 
distinct from governments controlled by 
a single class, select group, or autocrat. 
The definition of democracy has been 
expanded to describe a philosophy that 
insists on the right and the capacity of a 
people, acting either directly or through 
representatives, to control their institu- 
tions for their own purposes. 


The process by which the political insti- 
tutions and the democratic endeavours 
acquire legitimacy and are accepted on 
the political scene and by the population 
in general. 


Grouping of the voting population based 
on age, gender, income, education level, 
occupation, ethnic background, religion, 
or any other smaller, identifiable group- 
ing of the whole voter population. It is 
assumed that voters who identify with a 
particular demographic group will vote 
in a similar way. 


The Deputy Returning Officer has a 
very important job at the poll: to ensure 
that voters are able to arrive at their 
assigned poll, mark their ballots and 
depart with ease. His duties are: to man- 
age the poll; administer required oaths; 
hand out ballots; deposit marked ballots 
in ballot box if voter requests; supervise 
the process; close the poll; do the count; 
fill out the records of the poll; and, on 
election night, return the ballot box and 
supplies to the returning office. 
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Direct Mail Fundraising - Distribution of Preferences 


Sending voters something in the mail 
asking them to contribute to an organi- 
zation, a political party or a candidate. 


Also known as Electronic or Touch- 
Screen Machines, this type of voting 
equipment projects the ballot on a com- 
puter screen in front of the voter. The 
voter touches the screen to make selec- 
tions and cast the ballot. 


An electronic voting system in which 
votes are tallied directly to computer 
memory. The voting machines typically 
take the form of an automatic teller 
machine or a laptop computer. 


Elections that are directly made by voters. 


Any method by which the candidate or 
the campaign communicates the mes- 
sage to potential voters in person, rather 
than using some form of media. 


Ballot paper issued to a voter who did 
not place in a ballot box. 


Means the release, transfer, provision of 
access to, or divulging in any other man- 
ner of information outside the entity 
holding the information. 


To cause a person to lose the right to vote. 


Suspension or removal of the right to vote. 


The candidate with the least number of 
first preference votes (total of Above the 
Line and Below the Line) is the candi- 
date who is to be excluded. These votes 
are transferred to the other candidates 
still in the count. 
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Distribution Requirements - Door-to-Door 


The requirement that to win election a 
candidate must not merely win a speci- 
fied proportion of the vote nationally but 
also a specified degree of support from 
different regions. 


The defined geographic area in which 
the election will be held and following 
the election, the winner will represent. 


The electoral official responsible for 
organizing the election in a constituency. 


The number of members to be elected 
in each district. 


District research is all the information 
that your campaign can put together 
about the district. This is part of the 
overall research that should be done at 
the beginning of the campaign. 

See Research. 


Generally, the process of marking off or 
dividing into districts — for example, 
into electoral districts for the purposes 
of electing representatives to a legisla- 
ture. And it may be a legislature itself 
that does the districting. 


A term that generally refers to a situa- 
tion where the president is a member of 
one political party and at least one 
chamber of Congress (either the Senate 
or the House of Representatives) is con- 
trolled by the opposite party. This situa- 
tion can also exist at the state level, with 
one party controlling the governorship, 
and another controlling the state legisla- 
ture. Divided government frequently 
occurs in the U.S. political system. 


The term used to describe a ballot paper 
marked with preferences for candidates 
without consideration of their policies or 
abilities. A classic donkey vote is one 
which records preferences straight down 
the ballot paper in the same order as the 
names printed. 


See Canvass. 
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Double Ballot System - Droop Quota 


See Two Round System. 


A ballot that is overvoted with exactly 
two marks. 


Often less important offices are placed 
lower on the ballot. Often down ballot 
offices receive less votes due to voter 
drop off or voter fatigue. See Low 
Profile Race, Voter Drop Off and 
Voter Fatigue. 


The Droop Quota is the formula that is 
used to calculate the minimum number, 
or quota, of votes required to capture a 
seat in a multi-member constituency 
using Proportional Representation 
through the Single Transferable Vote 
(PR.STV). The quota is ascertained by 
the following formula: total vote divided 
by the number of seats plus one, then 
one is added to the product: [total valid 
poll/(seats+1)]+1 
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Early Voting - Election Manager 


See Advance Voting. 


Any coverage of the campaign in the 
press. It is called “earned media,” as 
opposed to Paid Media, because the 
campaign will often have to expand a 
considerable amount of time and energy 
to receive good coverage. 


Expressed opinions by individuals, news- 
paper and radio editors, and TV journal- 
ists, among others, which are intended to 
persuade viewers and listeners by taking 
one side of a particular issue. 


Advertising used during a campaign 
period to promote or oppose, directly or 
indirectly, the election of a candidate or 
a registered political party. It could take 
various forms such as: flyers, newspa- 
pers, magazines, billboards, letters, 
radio, television, hats, signs and inter- 
net. 


Usually a non-partisan board set up to 
oversee the election and make sure that 
it is conducted fairly. 

See Board of Elections. 


The day on which the voters come to the 
polls and cast their votes to elect their 
leaders. 


This usually refers to the number of 
votes needed to win an election. It is 
assumed that the overall goal of the elec- 
tion campaign is to win a particular 
office. This is not always the case. 
Some candidates run for office to pro- 
mote a particular idea or expose an 
opponent's record on a particular issue. 


A person appointed by the Electoral 
Commissioner to conduct an election for 
an electoral district or province. 
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Election Monitoring/ Observation - Election Supervision 


Gathering of information regarding an 
electoral process, by an organization 
who is not inherently authorized to 
intervene in the process. Unbiased 
accredited persons, domestic or interna- 
tional, participate to detect any fraud or 
cheating in the electoral process. 


Accredited person participating in elec- 
tion observation. Can be domestic or 
international. 


An office from which an election is con- 
ducted. A single office may conduct 
elections for up to two districts and a 
province. 


An election opinion survey means an 
opinion survey respecting an election or 
a matter of public discussion in relation 
to the election, including an opinion sur- 
vey respecting an issue discussed pub- 
licly in the election. Methods to obtain 
such public opinions range from tele- 
phone surveys, mailed questionnaires, 
and specific questions on an election 
ballot to comments obtained in public 
meetings. 


A qualified person who desires to 
become a candidate for an official office 
may become a candidate by petition 
signed by a specified number of qualified 
voters of the district from which the can- 
didate seeks election. 


The right to vote, to stand as a candidate 
for election, to form a political party and 
belong to it, to campaign and to be elected. 


Any laws or rules of the election com- 
mission that will affect the election in 
any way. 


Activity of overseeing some or all the 
steps of the electoral process by an inde- 
pendent third party which could be inter- 
governmental or non-governmental. 
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Election Writ - Electoral College 


Written statement issued by the relevant 
authority directing the holding of an 
election on a specified date. 


Exercise through which the voters 
express their choice between competing 
political parties or candidates; mecha- 
nism for choosing representatives and 
governments. 


Electioneering is prohibited within 100 
feet of the polling site entrance. 
Electioneering includes: distributing, 
wearing, or carrying political literature, 
posters, banners, or buttons, and solicit- 
ing votes. 


Person who is eligible and registered to 
vote. See also Registration of Voters. 


Body dealing with the electoral process. 
See Electoral Management Body. 


See Voting Age Population. 


See Electoral Commission. 


The rules governing the elections in a 
specific country, in order to establish 
fair, open and democratic procedures 
and rules. 


When Americans vote for a President 
and Vice President, they actually vote 
for presidential electors, known collec- 
tively as the electoral college. It is these 
electors, chosen by the people, who 
elect the chief executive. In December, 
after the presidential election, these rep- 
resentatives gather in their states’ capi- 
tals and vote for the president and vice 
president. 270 votes are needed for a 
president to be elected. 
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Electoral Commission - Electoral List/ Electoral Roll 


Independent authority responsible for 
the conduct or supervision of the elec- 
toral process. 


Is responsible for ensuring the fair and 
impartial conduct of elections described 
under the Electoral Law, managing the 
operations of the Commission to 
achieve objectives and meet all legisla- 
tive and reporting responsibilities; main- 
taining accurate electoral rolls; promot- 
ing public awareness of electoral prac- 
tices through education and information 
programs; conducting research on elec- 
toral matters; and providing advice on 
electoral matters to members of the 
Legislative Assembly, political parties 
and others. 


Court of justice existing in some coun- 
tries with the exclusive purpose of han- 
dling electoral disputes. 


Any dispute related to the electoral 
process. 


Geographic area delimited for electoral 
purpose. Also -Constituency. 


Payments made by political campaigns 
for goods or services intended to influ- 
ence the outcome of an election. 


The law or body of law and regulations 
governing the electoral process. 


A list of names and other relevant details 
of persons who meet the eligibility require- 
ments to vote. This list is used as a control 
document during the voting process. 
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Electoral Management Body - Electoral Roll 


The electoral management body is part 
of the Government, either in the 
Ministry of Interior or in the local gov- 
ernment structure. Essentially, it is the 
administrative infrastructure required to 
support the democratic process of elec- 
tions and selecting the right system for 
the particular circumstances.The elec- 
toral management body oversees admin- 
istrative arrangements and is assisted by 
a team of officers and employees 
responsible for many aspects of elec- 
toral process. Election managers are 
civil servants. 


At the direction of the Returning Officer, 
the electoral manager is responsible for 
managing and supervising the staff 
throughout the electorate, in addition to 
preparing training materials. 


Electoral Officials or Polling Officials 
play a crucial role in an election. The 
Polling Official must not disclose any 
election or voting information and must, 
at all times, be a responsible representa- 
tive of the Electoral Commission. 


The ratio or percentage of voters cast- 
ing their votes in a specific election. 


Steps involved in the preparation and 
carrying out of an election. It usually 
starts with the announcement of the 
election and includes the enactment of 
the electoral law, the registration of vot- 
ers and candidates, the campaign, the 
voting, and the tabulation of votes until 
the announcement of results. 


Can be seen as translating the principles 
of voting operations into standards that 
must be consistently achieved through 
methods and detailed procedures, and may 
differ throughout the area in which elec- 
tions for a representative body are held. 


See Voters List. 
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Electoral Sub-District - Emergency Voting 


Every part of the Constituency for 
which one or more Ballot Centers has 
been designated. 


Combination of formulas and mecha- 
nisms which provides for the electorate 
to cast the votes and to translate these 
votes into seats in the parliament or the 
legislature. 


Court, tribunal or other authority in 
which a candidate or an elector may 
dispute the validity of an election, or 
challenge the conduct of candidates or 
political parties. In Latin America, for 
example, this name is often given to the 
electoral commissions or equivalent 
authority. 


This is the portion of the population able 
to vote in this election. See Voters. 


Electronic media is television and radio 
organizations that use spoken words 
and/or video, as opposed to the print 
media that uses the written word and/or 
pictures. See Print Media and Mass 
Media. 


EVM is a piece of equipment for use in 
electing a candidate from among many 
candidates. The voter is not given a bal- 
lot paper when he first enters the polling 
center, he simply presses a button, or a 
screen, that register his/her candidate of 
choice. 


Individual who satisfies the legal 
requirements to participate in the elec- 
tion. Those requirements are usually 
related to nationality, age, soundness of 
mind and absence of criminal record. 


An emergency voting occurs when a 
voter cannot go to the polling station on 
Election Day (or vote in the early vot- 
ing) for specific reasons that meet the 
requirements of the country or district 
regulations concerning this kind of vot- 
ing. Some countries allow emergency 
voting if the person is suddenly hospital- 
ized, or becomes seriously ill, or is sud- 
denly called away from home. If this 
person meets all the requirements, and 
he cannot be present at the polling sta- 
tion to express his choice through vot- 
ing, an emergency ballot is issued to the 
authorized representative of the voter. 
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Endorsements - Executive Office 


Endorsements are announced or written 
support for the candidate from opinion 
leaders or organizations that will influ- 
ence members of their organizations or 
other voters to vote for the candidate. 
See Opinion Leaders. 


Grant voting rights. 


Inclusion of eligible voters on the voters list. 


A door-to-door canvass of all residences 
in an electoral district for the purpose of 
identifying and registering all eligible 
voters. 


Principle according to which every per- 
son is entitled to one vote (one person, 
one vote). 


Demands that voting operations offer 
equal opportunities for participation to 
all eligible voters and political partici- 
pants. Encompasses aspects of 
Accessibility and Transparency. 


The label given to powerful, elite indi- 
viduals or groups who can make impor- 
tant social, political, and economic poli- 
cy decisions for the society. 


An ethnic voter is one who identifies 
with a particular national, religious or 
language grouping. These are generally 
groupings within the demographic 
breakdown of the population. 


E-voting is an election system that allows 
a voter to record his or her secure and 
secret ballot electronically. Electronic 
votes are stored digitally in a storage 
medium such as a tape cartridge, diskette, 
or smart card before being sent to a cen- 
tralized location where tabulation pro- 
grams compile and tabulate results. 


An elected position that oversees the 
running of the government, such as a 
mayor, governor or president. 

See Legislative Office. 
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Exhausted Votes - External Voting 


A vote becomes exhausted when it 
needs more choices than it has on its list. 
This is caused by the voter not making 
enough choices. It is a vote which has 
reached the stage where no further pref- 
erences can be distributed when distrib- 
uting preferences. 


Assessment of the election results 
obtained by canvassing voters as they 
leave the polling stations. 


The number of voters you believe will 
go to the polls and vote in this particular 
election and this particular race. 


See Absentee Voting. 
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Federal - Focus Group 


Of or describing a constitutionally- 
delineated union of states having a 
central government. In the American 
system, a federal union is ultimately 
based upon national supremacy but is 
also a political arrangement that reserves 
powers to the states. 


The Federal Election Commission, an 
independent regulatory agency, was 
created by the US Congress in 1975. The 
duties of the FEC are to disclose 
campaign finance information, to enforce 
provisions of the law on the limits and 
prohibitions on contributions, and to 
oversee public funding of presidential 
elections. 


A person on the campaign staff 
responsible for organizing the direct 
contact with the voters by the candidate 
and the volunteers. 


The last day and time in which the 
candidate can file for a particular office. 


Outcome. It states who is the winner in 
the elections. 


A voting system under which the 
winning candidate is the one who wins 
the most votes — an absolute majority is 
not required, nor are several candidates 
chosen. The system is in use at all levels 
of politics, typically for single-member 
districts. 


Preference is an order-ranking, not a 
number. 


A method of sociological research in 
which a small group of people are brought 
together and asked a series of questions. 
The point is to receive qualitative 
information about public attitudes and test 
reactions to various messages and 
information. See Political Polling. 
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Formal Vote - Full list 


A vote cast in an election or a referendum 
that has been marked according to the 
rules for that election. A vote not marked 
correctly is an Informal Vote. 


The constitutional right to vote. 


The definition of a free and fair election 
is about more than just a smooth 
technical process, but also includes the 
respect for basic civil and political rights 
such as freedom of expression, of 
movement, of association and assembly; 
as well as the absence of barriers to the 
full participation of all citizens, without 
any form of discrimination; the absence 
of any form of intimidation; and the 
compliance overall with the rule of law. 


A fom of List Proportional 
Representation in which voters may vote 
for a party or grouping and in addition for 
one or more candidates, whether or not 
those candidates are nominated by that 


party or grouping. 


A method of voter contact where 
volunteers agree to contact their friends 
either through the mail or on the phone 
and encourage them to vote for the 
candidate. 


The practice of scheduling state party 
caucuses and state primary elections 
earlier and earlier in advance of the 
general election. By moving their 
primaries to early dates, states hope to 
lend decisive momentum to one or two 
presidential candidates and thus have 
disproportionate influence on each 
party's nomination. 


In a primary or general campaign, the 
label given to that candidate who, 
according to polls and/or political pundits, 
is in the lead over other opponents and/or 
is the favorite to be elected. 


List that includes all the candidates. 
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Fundraising 


Full Representation - Fundraising 


Any system which consciously attempts 
to reduce the disparity between a party’s 
share of the national vote and its share of 
the parliamentary seats. For example, if 
a party wins 40 per cent of the votes, it 
should win approximately 40 per cent of 
the seats. 


Names that are on the register of electors. 
The full version lists everyone who is 
entitled to vote. 


In which all information on the ballot— 
e.g. all the offices and candidates to be 
voted on -are presented on a single sheet 
of paper or a single screen. 


Some election day polling places use full- 
face ballot, direct recording electronic 
(DRE) voting machines. These voting 
machines electronically record your 
choices when you press a button that 
indicates that you are casting a vote. 
Election officials print and display the 
results from each machine after the 
election day polls close. 


An event planned with the goal of raising 
money for the campaign. Fundraiser may 
also refer to the person who raises the 
funds for the campaign by any method. 


Any method used to raise money for 
the campaign. 
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General Election - Governance 


Election for national bodies. It is an 
election in which all members of a given 
political body are up for election. The 
term is generally used to refer to 
elections held for a nation’s primary 
legislative body, as distinguished from 
by-elections and local elections. 


Grouping the voting population based 
on where they live and determining 
patterns within the voting population 
based on geography. Itis assumed that 
voters who live in a particular area and 
voted one way in the past will probably 
vote the same way in the future, baring 
any extreme change in their situation. 


Constituencies normally linked to pro- 
portional elections in multi-nominal 
constituencies. 


Illegitimate boundary delimitation 
which gives one political party an 
unfair advantage. 


“Get Out The Vote” or GOTV is the 
term used to remind voters to go to the 
polls and vote for your candidate. Often 
a campaign will expend a considerable 
amount of effort just before Election 
Day to make sure that your supporters 
turn out and vote. See Pull and Blind 
Pull. 


The act of affecting government and 
monitoring (through policy) the long- 
term strategy and direction of an 
organization. In general, governance 
comprises the traditions, institutions and 
processes that determine how power is 
exercised, how citizens are given a 
voice, and how decisions are made on 
issues of public concern. 
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Government - Gubernatorial Election 


System of social control under which the 
right to make laws, and the right to 
enforce them, is vested in a particular 
group in society. There are many 
classifications of government. According 
to the classical formula, governments are 
distinguished by whether power is held 
by one person, a few, or a majority. 


The prime objective of the government of 
national unity is to make sure the nation 
will rally behind the elected president. 


It is the involvement of common citizens 
and interest groups in political life, 
typically at the local level. Grassroots’ 
activities may include mail, telephone, 
and media advertising campaigns. 


The selection of a governor by a state’s 
voters. 
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Hagenbach-Bischoff Formula - High Profile Race 


Another term for the Droop Quota. 


A hanging chad is a chad that did not 
completely detach from the ballot. When 
there is a hanging chad, that vote may 
not be counted correctly. 


Terms used to differentiate between 
campaign funding that is and is not 
regulated by federal campaign finance 
law. “Hard money” is a term used to 
describe donations by individuals and 
groups made directly to political 
candidates running for federal office 
that are regulated by law. “Soft money” 
describes donations not regulated by law 
that can be spent only on civic activities 
such as voter registration drives, party- 
building activities, administrative costs, 
and in support of state and local 
candidates. Soft money contributions 
may not, by law, be used to directly 
support a candidate for federal office. 


used in largest remainder PR electoral 
systems to determine how seats are 
awarded. The quota is ascertained by the 
following formula: total vote divided by 
the number of seats. 


An election campaign for a particular 
office that voters are interested in and 
want to hear about. High profile races 
often receive the most votes. See Low 
Profile Race. 
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Highest Average Method - Hype 


A formula used with list PR systems to 
translate votes into seats. Party vote 
totals are divided by a series of devisors, 
under d'Hondt (by 1,2,3, etc.) or Sainte- 
Lagu (by 1,3,5, etc.) formula. After each 
stage the party with the highest average 
wins the seat. The count continues with 
party vote totals being divided by sequen- 
tial numbers until all seats are filled. 


Polling questions or analysis focused 
on which candidates are ahead and 
which behind. 


A question on a political poll that asks, 
“if the election were held today, would 
you vote for candidate X or candidate 
Y.” This type of information is often of 
little use to the campaign because it does 
not provide a reason for the decision. 
The only horserace question that counts 
is at the polls on Election Day. See 
Political Polling. 


Tracking polls may be taken every day 
by a candidate, especially during the 
latter stages of a campaign, so that he or 
she can see if progress is being made 
toward victory. Tracking polls can reveal 
the true nature of the political “horse- 
race,” i.e., who is in the lead and who is 
trailing. 


Cards handed out to voters by party 
supporters at voting centres showing how 
a party or candidate would like voters to 
fill in their ballot papers. 


The rights people are entitled to simply 
because they are human beings, irres- 
pective of their citizenship, nationality, 
race, ethnicity, language, sex, sexuality, 
or abilities. Human rights become 
enforceable when they are codified as 
conventions, covenants, or treaties, or as 
they become recognized as customary 
international law. 


Slang for political ads, e.g., slick, short 
TV commercials. The term may also refer 
to exaggerated promises or statements 
made by a candidate (or his supporters) on 
the campaign trail. 
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Image Maker - Indirect Vote 


There are a lot of people who are 
working on the image of the candidate 
so that he/she become more convincing, 
in a way or another, for the voters. They 
often talk about psychoanalyzing the 
voters or the way a candidate dresses or 
his public image and the way he/she 
appears in the media. See Campaign 
Professionals. 


Dealing with matters in a fair unbiased 
manner. It is the operational expression 
of neutrality. 


Sometimes used in largest remainder PR 
electoral systems to determine how seats 
are awarded. The quota is ascertained by 
the following formula: total vote divided 
by the number of seats plus two. 


An illegal practice which consists of 
assuming to be someone else with a 
view to voting in his/her place. 


In the context of elections, refers to a 
voter registration process that includes 
all groups and categories of citizens. 


A candidate running again for an elected 
position that they already hold. 


Candidates for, or members of the 
legislature, who do not belong to a 
political party. 


A figure which illustrates the collective 
disparity between the votes cast for 
parties in an election and the seats in 
parliament they win. 


This vote cannot be used directly, but can 
be assigned to a registered not-for-profit 
organisation, including potentially a 
political party, that uses the voting power 
as decided by the governance of the 
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Indirect Vote - Internet Campaigning 


organisation, thus rendering the identity 
of the vote holder anonymous. The right 
to assign such votes creates what is called 
a proxy market, as many organisations 
can compete to be trusted with it. 


A ballot paper which is either left blank 
or is incorrectly marked. These ballot 
papers are excluded from the count and 
therefore do not contribute to the election 
of a candidate. 


Instant runoff voting (IRV) is a voting 
reform that asks the voter to rank the 
candidates in order of preference. 


Institutional polls will be set up in health 
care facilities (including hospitals and 
personal care homes) to collect ballots 
from qualified voters. Institutional polls 
are held on election day. Institutional 
Polls are also held in correctional 
facilities. 


Groups characterized by the will to 
influence political decision-making, in 
order to successfully implement certain 
political goals or values. They tend to be 
integrated into the political process, 
although groups may at times employ 
destructive methods in order to 
accomplish their goals. 


Observers who come from outside the 
country where election is being held. 


An international polling station officer 
supports and assist the presiding officer 
who is in charge of each station. 


Any method of voter contact using 
computers and communications net- 
work. Typically this involves de-veloping 
campaign pages on the World Wide Web. 
While this can be an inexpensive way to 
convey a lot of information to those 
interested in the candidate and the 
campaign, it is not an effective voter 
contact method because it does not go to 
the voters. Instead voters have to go to it. 
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Internet Voting - Kitchen Cabinet 


See Remote Internet Voting. 


Wrongly marked ballot paper which 
will not be counted. 


It is the annulment of Elections, it may 
result where: votes of winner inaccurate 
& may affect result, winner illegally 
obstructs other candidate from 
campaigning, winner illegally prevents 
voters from casting votes freely, and 
winner uses fraud or other illegal means 
to affect result. 


A person who does not reside in any 
district, but whose name has been placed 
on the register of electors. 









The geographical area over which a 
court or government body has the power 
and right to exercise authority. 


A term used to describe the key advisors 
to a candidate informally organized so 
as not to attract attention. 
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Landslide - Legal Framework 


An election in which one candidate 
defeats the other by a very large margin. 


The Hare, Droop and Imperiali calcula- 
tion methods which translate votes into 
seats within list PR systems. There are 
two stages to the count. First, parties are 
awarded seats in proportion to the num- 
ber of quotas they fulfill (quotas vary 
depending on which of the three systems 
are used). Second, remaining seats are 
awarded to parties on the basis of the left 
over votes they possess after the ‘quota’ 
stage of the count. Largest remainder 
seats are allocated in order of vote size. 


Large signs with the candidate’s name 
on them and the office they are seeking 
which can be put in on lawns and other 
areas near roads. Lawn signs are good 
for increasing name recognition of the 
candidate and reminding people to vote. 
See Visibility. 


The particular traits people are looking 
for in those that represent them. 


May be responsible for drafting new 
election laws and procedures and inter- 
preting the law for the national body to 
determine its position on legal chal- 
lenges and complaints. 


Voters legally excluded from registering 
and voting on grounds including such 
conditions as property ownership, wealth, 
literacy, race, gender and mental fitness. 


Structure of electoral processes consist- 
ing of the constitutional rules, electoral 
laws, complementary regulations and 
explicit or implicit codes of conduct. 


anas gle jb 3 Qed ll aÍ e O oblial 


Holy dyal GS ibai ohal Gb fats 
oa selis dI olaa pa l l Jels 
asle yo jall in ge tell lg ibi 
peat! ste JUL tele Gl as Si 
BN pein alhs) ii l Sl 
Áe (BE Labs ola oy call pI GOEL 
pll le wulpe WN Mata tl telat) eis 
ella! aay pall jall dle yo des eg) Sill ole 
lady Hall aall gye SV otal) etd GSI 

clo ota 


eee Jails z> oo! lge 5 pS ob P 
kis de sai gbb GSU Jale e assy 
LÑ Sage Jj pLi SAWU ass. GI oa 
A Siy gil de all gep Gels 

OLS A l glS 


ei g aig l fob aout olol ag 


lG olga gg Cre Yaj OSa 
JLA Oli) peis BIL! SY lel aNg 
AS gla s AKÉ obal oyo Tab gS iiel dys 


Giolas ye Ca tidal] ees) bee 
BB pay cig Sly LEWIS aud Je Copal eevee) Ji 
EEA SL, (etl els cö lg LL, bel al 


ely i)! ope D LY SUL a oe 
Atal lS Vy CY oll gill y yg) 
3 pawl g 3 albi peo! jalg 


|| Legislative Amendment 


T] Legislative Assembly 
Baia aad 


m Legislative Council 


ai ula 


E Legislative Office 


= Legislative Recall 


E Legislature 
Jipu pil il 
tet) lal 


| Legitimate Government 


I) Leve! Playing Field 


ve pi! BS 
|| Liberal 
had 


C Limited Vote 
spadl opal 


Legislative Amendment - Limited Vote 


A revision or change brought to the elec- 
toral law of a country or to relevant reg- 
ulations, in accordance with a formal 
procedure. 


See Lower House. 


See Upper House. 


A legislative office is a position on an 
elected council, congress or other body 
dealing with legislation. See Executive 
Office. 


A revision or change brought to the 
electoral law of a country or to relevant 
regulations, in accordance with a formal 
procedure. 


An officially elected or otherwise select- 
ed body of people vested with the respon- 
sibility and power to make laws for a 
political unit, such as a state or nation. 


All free and legitimate government is 
based on governing the interactions 
between sovereign individuals through 
mutually accepted contracts. 


The act of giving equal opportunities to 
different participants or players. 


Today, an individual who generally 
believes in the power of an activist gov- 
ernment to resolve society’s many 
domestic problems, protect the interests 
of the poor, and improve the lives of 
individual citizens through specific gov- 
ernmental programs. 


Conducted in multi-member districts and 
winning candidates are those who poll 
most votes. Voters have fewer votes than 
seats to be filled, but more than one vote. 
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List of Electors - Lower House 


It is the preliminary list of electors, sup- 
plementary list of electors or the official 
list of electors, as the context requires. 


In its most simple form List PR involves 
each party presenting a list of candidates 
to the electorate, voters vote for a party, 
and parties receive seats in proportion to 
their overall share of the national vote. 
Winning candidates are taken from the 
lists. Lists can be open, closed, or free. 


A voter contact method in which volun- 
teers go door to door to leave campaign 
literature at each house or apartment of 
voters in the district. Because they do 
not knock on the doors and talk to vot- 
ers, this is a less persuasive method of 
voter contact than door to door, but can 
be accomplished a lot quicker. See 
Campaign Literature and Door-to-Door. 


A voter contact method in which volun- 
teers hand campaign literature to poten- 
tial voters gathered in any large groups, 
such as workers leaving a factory, com- 
muters waiting for a train or shoppers at 
a market. See Campaign Literature. 


An election held in a particular locality 
to choose between candidates or to vote 
on ballot measures. 


See Operations Division. 


An election campaign for a particular 
office that voters are not that interested 
in and they are likely to ignore. See 
High Profile Race and Down Ballot. 


in a bicameral legislature, the branch 
which generally has a larger member- 
ship and is thereby more representative; 
also called lower chamber. Example: 
The House of Representatives is the “lower 
house” in the US federal government. 
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A voter contact method in which cam- 
paign literature is sent through the post 
to voters. Depending on the type of 
voter file or mailing list you have, this 
literature can be targeted to voters based 
on geography or demographics. See 
Campaign Literature and Voter File. 


Registration through the postal system. 
An alternative to enumeration or regis- 
tration centres, or as a supplement. 


Fifty percent of the votes cast plus one 
vote. This as opposed to a simple plu- 
rality of the vote or the most votes cast. 
See Plurality. 


An electoral formula in which the win- 
ning candidate must receive more than 
half (50% + 1) of the votes cast. 


The most common method for the sec- 
ond round of voting in a Two-Round 
System is a straight “run-off” contest 
between the two highest vote-winners 
from the first round - this we term a 
majority-runoff system. 


The uneven distribution of voters 
between electoral districts. 


A command or an authorization given by 
a political electorate to its representative. 
The period of time that this representa- 
tive stays in office is also called mandate. 


A public declaration of intentions (as 
issued by a political party or government). 


Where a single party wins less than 50 per 
cent of the valid votes, but an absolute 
majority of the parliamentary seats. 


In a public opinion poll, the plus or 
minus range within which the final per- 
centages may fall due to sampling 
error—what the true results would be if 
everyone in the population were actual- 
ly interviewed (a sample is only a very 
small portion of the entire population). 


Mail - Margin of Error 
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Margin of Error - Media Access 


For example, if a poll predicts that 60 
percent of the vote will be awarded to 
Candidate Jones with a + or - figure of 3, 
then the voting percentage Jones may 
actually receive on election day could be 
anywhere from 57% to 63%. 


The number of votes needed to assure 
that the candidate wins the election. 
See Targeting. 


Marks, mostly made with a pen or pen- 
cil, that a scanner would detect. They 
may be deliberate marks for a listed can- 
didate; they may denote the presence of 
a possibly valid write-in vote; or they 
may be erasures and stray marks that 
have been erroneously identified by the 
machine as “votes.” 


Where alternate candidate/ parties appear 
on the same ballot and the voter places 
only a single mark to mark his or her 
preference. 


Mark-Sense voting systems, often called 
Optical Scanners, have preprinted bal- 
lots consisting of the candidates’ names 
or the ballot issues with an empty box, 
circle, rectangle, or arrow next to them. 
The voter must fill in the circle or box 
with a black marker and feed the ballot 
through a computerized vote-tabulating 
machine. The computer recognizes the 
darkest mark on the ballot as the correct 
vote and records it. 


Any independent press that has a large 
audience. 


Public money that is given to presiden- 
tial candidates in an amount equal to the 
amount that they have raised privately. 


Chief elected official of a city. 


A question or proposal submitted in an 
election to obtain an expression of the 
voters’ will on the matter. 


The purpose of this policy is to ensure 
that privacy, security and legal issues 
concerning the Internet and other forms 
of electronic communication, including 
e-mail, voice-mail, electronic fax, bul- 
letin boards, television access channels, 
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Media Access - Mixed Electoral System 


electronic subscription services, and any 
other electronic communication forums 
are addressed, and that a policy is for- 
mally established to define appropriate 
use of these tools. 


The geographic area reached by the 
mass media in a particular region. Often 
a newspaper will have a circulation 
within a city and its metropolitan area 
and a television station can only reach a 
certain area. 


Any person elected to parliament. 


A limited body of truthful information 
that is consistently conveyed by the can- 
didate and the campaign to provide per- 
suasive reasons for voters to vote for the 
candidate. 


The exercise in which the campaign 
views what will be said in the election 
by us about us, by us about them, by 
them about them and by them about us. 
This should be a fairly complete picture 
of everything that will be said during the 
campaign and should provide the cam- 
paign with a clear contrast with their 
opponents. 


(in USA), An election for seats in the 
U.S. Senate and House of Representatives 
that occurs during a presidential term of 
office — that is, two years into the four- 
year presidential term. The results are 
sometimes interpreted as a popular ref- 
erendum on that president’s perform- 
ance for the first two years of his term. 
Midterm elections determine some 
members of the U.S. Senate and all 
members of the House of Representatives, 
as well as many state and local officials. 


A combination of the relative advan- 
tages of the large proportional systems 
and of the majority systems. 


A system in which the choices 
expressed by voters are used to elect 
representatives through two different 
systems: Proportional Representation 
system and Plurality Majority system. 
The main aim of a mixed system is to 
address the distortions caused by the 
First Past the Post system. 
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Mixed Member Proportional System - Multi-Seat Election 


A Mixed Electoral System in which all 
the voters use the plurality/majority sys- 
tem to elect some of the representatives 
to an electoral body. The remaining 
seats are then allocated to parties using 
proportional representation so as to 
compensate for disproportionality in 
their representation. 


See Mobile Voting Centre. 


Mobile voting facilities are provided to 
assist electors in such places as hospitals 
and nursing homes to cast a vote. The 
voting is mobile because election offi- 
cials move around the premises, taking 
portable ballot boxes and voting com- 
partments directly to patients. 


One of the three resources in every polit- 
ical campaign, the others being time and 
people. Itis important to determine how 
much money each activity in the cam- 
paign will cost and plan for it. See 
Campaign Resources and Budget. 


Negative, often personal, frequently 
inaccurate or exaggerated attacks direct- 
ed at the political opposition by both 
candidates and political parties. 


An election district in which more than 
one candidate will win the positions 
sought in this campaign. 


An electoral district in which electors 
elect more than one representative in 
the legislative assembly. Electors of 
such an electoral district generally have 
as many votes as there are seats in the 
electoral district. 


System in which more than two parties 
compete for control of government. 
Most of the world’s democracies are 
multi-party systems. 


A ballot that is overvoted with three or 
more marks. 


Is the election of two or more seats of 
the same type - like the election of law- 
makers. 
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Identification of the candidate’s name 
by the voters. Often voters will know 
little about the candidates and therefore 
vote for the name that they recognize. It 
is important for candidates to have the 
voters associate their name with their 
message because only the name will 
appear on the ballot. 


Political advertisements that attack a 
candidate’s opponent, often trying to 
destroy the opponent’s character. 


A political environment aiming at hav- 
ing and supporting free, fair, and credi- 
ble elections. 


A voting system is neutral if the system 
does not favor any alternative. Although 
it may seem obvious that voting systems 
should be neutral, some are designed 
specifically not to be neutral in order to 
promote government stability or ensure 
that a decision is made. In fact, many 
systems that have tie-breaking rules that 
do not employ a random choice violate 
neutrality. For example, parliamentary 
voting systems in which ~‘yea" and 
““nay" votes are taken generally favor 
the nay side in the event of a tie. Thus 
they are biased towards the nay alterna- 
tive and are not neutral. 


The process by which candidates indi- 
cate their intention to compete in an 
election within specified time. Often 
subject to submission of a required num- 
ber of signatures and/or to the payment 
of a deposit. 


The person that a political party chooses 
to represent it in a general election. This 
is called Nomination. 


A non-blank vote ballot is simply that- 
a mark is made on the ballot-the voter 
voted for any of the candidates on the 
ballot. See Blank Vote. 


Name Recognition - Non-Blank Vote/Ballot 
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Non-Governmental Organizations (NGOs) - Non-Partisan 


The term refers to international organi- 
zations that are not associated with any 
government. Examples include many 
religions that cross borders, internation- 
al humanitarian aid organizations such 
as the International Red Cross, sporting 
organizations such as the International 
Olympic Committee, organizations that 
works to strengthen and expand democ- 
racy worldwide such as NDI for 
International Affairs, and many scientif- 
ic, business, educational, and other pro- 
fessional organizations. 


When something relates to all political 
parties or no particular political parties. 
A non-partisan election is one where 
candidates are not affiliated with partic- 
ular parties and their party is not listed 
on the ballot. A non-partisan organiza- 
tion is one that associates with either no 
political parties or many different politi- 
cal parties, avoiding the association with 
one particular party. 
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Observation-(Watch) - Opinion Leaders 


The process that sees that the election is 
being carried out in accordance with the 
law and whether candidates, parties and 
votes are able to participate on an equal 
basis. Short-term observation encom- 
passes voting day and the count. Long 
term observation encompasses monitoring 
and assessing holistically the entire 
election process. A guarantee of the 
honesty of the electoral process. 


(of a government or government official) 
holding an office means being in power. 


The name of a qualified voter that has 
been omitted from the voters list by the 
enumerators . 


An election that takes place entirely in a 
single area not divided into districts. 


In the context of elections, the variant of 
party-list proportional representation in 
which voters have at least some influence 
on which specific candidates may be 
chosen, as opposed to the closed-list 
system whereby voters can effectively 
only vote for political parties as a whole 
and thus have no influence on the order in 
which party candidates are elected (that 
order being supplied by the party itself). 


A primary election that differs from a 
closed primary in that all voters, 
regardless of party affiliation, may vote 
for a party’s nominee. 


Responsible for the procurement and 
distribution of election materials, 
identification of voting sites and the 
creation of timetables for the different 
functions at election time. 


Opinion leaders are people in the 
community who can influence others. 
These people can be leaders of civic 
organizations, other political leaders, 
members of the media, or well-known 
and respected individuals. It is often 
important to win the endorsement of 
these individuals early in the campaign. 
See Endorsements. 
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Opinion Poll/s - Ordinary Vote 


A survey conducted between and before 
elections to get a projection on the 
outcome of the elections. 


These are other candidates running for 
the same office and on the same ballot as 
your candidate. 


A political party or an organized group 
opposed to the group, party, or govern- 
ment in power. 


Opposition research is all the information, 
both good and bad, that your campaign 
can put together on all of the viable 
opponents. This is part of the overall 
research that should be done at the 
beginning of the campaign. 

See Research. 


Optical scan paper ballots are used for 
mail ballot voting, emergency voting and 
challenge voting. You should follow the 
written voting instructions that accompany 
these ballots. 


Means that the voter is not required to 
rank all the candidates. 


A ballot where the voter is required to 
indicate preferences amongst the various 
candidates or parties by numbering their 
respective names, in declining order. 


A vote cast, at a voting centre, in the 
elector’s home district, on election day. 
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Paid Media - Party Representation 


Any advertisements the campaign pays 
to have placed in the mass media, such 
as television, radio or newspapers. 


A standard piece of campaign literature 
used to describe the candidate and 
provide a reason to vote for him. This 
should provide a clear summary of the 
campaign message. See Campaign 
Literature and Message. 


“Parallel system” is where the ward and 
proportional representation voting systems 
run completely separately and there is 
no attempt to integrate the two sets of 
votes. 


The political assembly in which elected 
representatives debate and vote upon 
proposed laws. The word ‘parliament’ 
comes from 15th century English, and 
from a French word meaning ‘talking 
place’. 


Anything relating to the political party. 
When an election is partisan, it means 
that party affiliation matters and may be 
listed on the ballot. 
See Non-Partisan. 


See Party Agent. 


A group of people who join together 
because they share many ideas about 
what the government should do. 


A political party agent is appointed by its 
party and accredited by the NEC for 
electoral observation. Agents of political 
parties also include signatories of a party 
assigned to carry out specific affairs of 
the party. Also known as Proxy. 


This is a method of voting where the 
voters vote for a party and the party 
selects the candidates based on the 
percentage of the vote it receives. 


A representative of a party who may be 
present during the vote and the counting 
of the votes. This term may also apply to 
a national or regional officer of a party. 
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Party List Proportional Representation System - Phone Bank 


See List Proportional Representation. 


This is the information for past elections 
on how many votes or what percentage 
of votes candidates from a particular 
party or similar ideology received. If 
there are similar candidates or multiple 
elections, the various percentages can be 
averaged together to find an overall 
performance. 


The result of election administration 
authorities developing a new list of 
eligible voters prior to each election. 


See Periodic Register. 


It is one in which the election admini- 
stration authorities devise a new voters 
list for each new electoral event, without 
intending to maintain or update this list 
for the future. Periodic lists often are 
used for only one electoral event, and 
are normally, although not necessarily, 
created just prior to the election. Also 
known as periodic register. 


The extent to which a particular group of 
voters do not vote in a consistent way. 


Voters who do not vote in a consistent 
way, voting for one candidate and not 
voting for a candidate with a similar 
ideology or from the same party in either 
the same election or in two consecutive 
elections. Itis believed that these voters 
do not identify with a particular party or 
ideology and can be persuaded by a 
clear message. 


Their major role is to appeal decisions. 
A place where there is a number of 


phones and volunteers able to come 
together as a group to phone voters. 
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Phoning - Political Efficacy 


A method of voter contact in which 
volunteers call voters on the phone. 
This method can be used to persuade 
voters, identify supporters and turn out 
the vote near Election Day. 


The program, often written, that the 
political party or candidate will address 
if and when they are elected. This is not 
a campaign message. See Program. 


Is a direct vote in which an entire 
electorate is asked to either accept or 
reject a particular proposal. This may be 
the adoption of a new constitution, a 
constitutional amendment, a law, a recall 
of an elected official or simply a specific 
government policy. The referendum or 
plebiscite is a form of direct democracy. 


The most votes cast in a given election. 
This differs from a majority of the votes 
cast or 50% plus one vote. 

See Majority. 


They are the winner-take-all systems we 
most often use to elect officials to our 
local, state, and federal legislatures. 
These systems all require the winning 
candidate to garner either a plurality or a 
majority of the votes. 


Each voter votes for one candidate, and 
the candidate with the plurality (most 
votes) wins, regardless of whether that 
candidate gets a majority or not. 


An organization of 50 or more people 
that is created to raise money for favored 
political candidates and is registered 
with the Federal Election Commission 
(FEC). A PAC may be formed by any 
group, including businesses, labor 
unions, and special interest bodies. 


The belief on the part of the individual 
citizen that he or she can “make a 
difference” by influencing the political 
system through such activities as voting, 
protesting, giving campaign contri- 
butions, working on a campaign, or even 
running for political office. 
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Political Funding - Politician 


Distribution and spending of amount of 
money that political parties can spend 
on running their election campaigns. 


The environment in which the campaign 
will be waged, particularly in reference 
to the various people involved in politics 
in the area. 


Right of all adults of either gender to 
vote; the right to form or participate in 
activites of political parties; and the 
right to free, fair, and regular elections 
for legislative bodies. 


A group of people with similar ideas or 
aims, some of whose members nominate 
as candidates at elections in the hope 
that they will be elected to parliament. 


Political activity, including meetings, 
rallies, speeches, demonstrations, parades, 
other events, and the use of the media, 
intended to inform the electorate of the 
platform of a particular political party 
and to gather support. 


a document stating the aims and principles 
of a political party. 


Those people involved in politics in the 
area and who may influence the campaign 
one way or another. 


Scientific, quantitative sociological re- 
search based on randomly selected voters 
used by the campaign to determine the 
opinions of the voters and used to provide 
strategic planning information. 


Any kind of public activities or demon- 
stration organized by a political party to 
support its program or its candidates. 


The right of people to participate in the 
political life of their communities and 
society such as by voting for their 
government. 


A person who is running for office or has 
won an election and is already in office. 


iki olj le lily JU gy the wisi 
ALLY [Bee ilal be Sls! Kall Ll pans 
vl est 


cll Glan L Lely ALLL Abt! EJ (ea) 
Haba! G cereal oath: epost pal ye ilaa 
cette ia lee Ärd] 


JAYI gh eked olj VI els! Gog fou gual 
dy pill lig oles igy oblask Gls ses 
ioka ohlas Gb ye 


Slaai GYI G opam yoli eye Äe gama 
3 jll Sui LY 3 Cee pean ALLA! 
OU yt 


colle pegylated pets el blis 
Cd Elda ly obal tly col alia elles g 
tbe Cel phe! J] Gage cp Med! Jhang 

J gees de Upatly ame tle Cir 


Lolas Coleen! jt! laa! 5,5 iiig 


lady Sale ss trey ele! Cow 
Ed! aodai (Cer ake Lil gie ol 2) 
legal nde) piri LS cell elf toed 

rly’ bb 


oe LEN Sl alll gf ald) OLLI os gg gi 


Aged ye gh axl y red le ey fae 


Cpe? dled Hues o ås all g aill Ge 


Laas jes 


|| Poll Workers 
äl Ae fy gbole 
g! AYI 
I) potting 
obul gl JEN ey gens 


ee Polling Center 
gY 55-0 


|| Polling Day 
EGU! pe 


I) Potting Division 


Salg IYI pane 


I) Poning official 
Electoral Affairs Officer 


ol As) so) å Joj 


m Polling Place 
|| Polling Site 
EEY 55 po ai pe 


E Polling Station 


E] Polling Station Assistant 
clue 


I) Poning station officer 


Poll - Polling Station Officer 


A place where votes are cast; also refers 
to a survey to assess public opinion or to 
forecast an election. 


The people dealing directly with the 
voters. 


See Voting. 


Building with 2 or more Polling Stations. 
See Poll. 


See Election Day. 


A small geographic unit within a consti- 
tuency, for which a specific number of 
electors and for which a list of electors is 
established for one or more polling sites 
for the purpose of voting on polling day. 


Person who works at a polling station on 
election day. Also known as poll clerk. 


The particular location where voters go 
to cast their ballots. 


A physical installation where the electors 
of a polling division can cast their vote. 
See Polling Division. 


A place where voters go to cast their 
votes from a particular electoral district. 


The polling station assistant signs for 
the numbered ballot box at their station 
and the ballot papers on which votes are 
to be recorded. He conducts polling such 
as: ballot papers are only issued to 
persons with a valid matriculation card; 
prior to issue each ballot paper is 
stamped with the official stamp; and the 
matriculation card of each voter is 
appropriately marked so as to clearly 
indicate that a vote has been recorded in 
the election for which a ballot paper has 
been issued. 


Where a voter is blind or affected by 
other disability that voter may vote 
accompanied by another registered voter 
of her/his choice, or that voter may be 
assisted by a polling station officer. 
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Poll-Site Internet Voting - Precinct Captain 


An election in which Internet voting 
stations are made available at conven- 
tional poll-sites where access and security 
are controlled as they are today. These 
could also include schools and libraries 
where Internet access is already available. 


A person or company that researches 
public opinion. 


The vote that is actually cast by each 
individual citizen in an election. 


Postal voting is another way of casting a 
vote during an election and is available 
to registered electors on request, in some 
countries; some other countries have 
special requirements to allow postal 
voting, like handicap or other specified 
reasons. Instead of going to a polling 
station the ballot paper is sent direct to 
the address of the voter's choice. The 
voter marks his choice an send the ballot 
to a specified Election Office. 


Large signs with the candidate’s name 
on them and the office they are seeking 
which can be put in windows and on 
poles. Posters are good for increasing 
name recognition of the candidate and 
reminding people to vote. 

See Visibility. 


A possible person who backs a politician 
or a political party etc. 


Power sharing arrangements are a 
potential means of solving self- 
determination disputes. They aim to 
promote practices and institutions, 
which, in one way or another, aim to 
satisfy all major ethnic groups in society. 
In this way such arrangements attempt 
to reconcile the potentially divisive 
principles of self-determination and 
democracy in ethnically divided states. 


The smallest district in relation to 
elections. Cities and counties are divi- 
ded into precinct polling districts. 


An individual responsible for organizing 
the party activity, voter contact program 
and Election Day operation in a 
particular precinct. Sometimes these 
people are volunteers and sometimes 
they are elected. See Precinct. 
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Precinct Information - Preset Events 


Whatever information can be gathered 
about a particular precinct, such as voter 
list, turnout from the last election, and 
returns from the last election. 


An indicative sort and count of votes 
following the primary vote count. The 
primary vote count and national distri- 
bution of preferences are both conducted 
at the polling booth once polling has 
closed. 


A system in which votes counted are 
used to redistribute the preferences of 
the electors to establish a winner (in 
alternative vote and single non 
transferable vote systems). 


See Alternative Vote. 


Election prior to general election in 
which no party affiliation is used, and 
conducted to reduce the number of 
candidates. 


Lists of electors for which the data is 
gathered by enumerators or at registration 
centres, normally done on the basis of a 
small geographic unit during or imme- 
diately preceding the election period. 
Provides a list of electors that ensures that 
voters are able to confirm that they are 
duly registered to vote in the next or 
pending electoral event. 


Result that precedes or is introductory or 
preparatory. Coming before and usually 
forming a necessary prelude to some- 
thing else. 


The preselection process encompasses 
the setting up of a pre-selection panel, 
the assessment of candidates, interviews 
with candidates and the setting up of a 
so-called “briefing” report by the pre- 
selection panel. 


Any event or large grouping of voters 
organized outside the campaign, where 
the campaign can go and meet voters. 
These can be parades, conventions, or 
debates. These are often outside the 
control of the campaign. See Created 
Events. 
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Press - Primary Elections 


Anyone working for a mass media 
organization and who is writing or 
otherwise commenting on the election 
campaign. 


An event planned by the campaign to 
which the press is invited with the 
purpose to providing information about 
the campaign or on a particular issue. 


A pack of information developed by the 
campaign and giving to the press to 
provide them with more information 
about the candidate and the campaign. A 
press packet often includes a candidate 
biography, a photo of the candidate, a 
copy of the press release announcing their 
candidacy or the speech, press releases 
outlining various position papers, copies 
of good press the campaign has received, 
and copies of campaign literature. 


An opportunity for the press to ask the 
candidate questions and receive answers. 


Information provided by the campaign 
to reporters and others in the mass media 
presenting the candidates position on a 
particular issue or event. Press releases are 
often written in the form of a news story. 


This is the individual in the campaign 
organization responsible for dealing with 
the mass media. See Mass Media and 
Press. 


Essentially, a “nominating election.” In a 
presidential primary, the voters express a 
choice among competing presidential 
contenders. In the general election, the 
final choice of office-holder is deter- 
mined. Party affiliations are used. 


Primary election is the term used in 
many countries for the elections which 
will select the two parties presidential 
nomination. When the primary elections 
start in a specific month of election year 
then it is called the “primary season”. 
See Primary. 
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Print Media - Provisional Vote 


Print media are independent newspapers 
and magazines or any other part of the 
mass media using the written word 
and/or still pictures, as opposed to the 
electronic media that use the spoken 
word and/or video. See Electronic 
Media and Mass Media. 


Is the ability of a person to control the 
availability of information about and 
exposure of him- or herself. 


Refers to any non-governmental activity 
or sphere of control. 


A campaign that has a strategy and a 
written plan to carry that strategy out. 
This campaign sets the agenda in the 
election and knows what to expect from 
their opponents. See Reactive Campaign. 


See Adjudication. 


The candidate or party’s program is 
what they say they will do concerning 
various issues important to the voters. A 
program is not a message. 

See Message and Platform. 


Properly related in size or degree or 
other measurable characteristics. 


Parties having representation in a legis- 
lature in proportion to the number of 
their voters in the election. 


A vote for a third party candidate (who 
is not likely to win) that is meant to 
show displeasure with the mainstream 
candidates or parties. 


A code of correct conduct related to the 
procedures of an Election. 


See Tendered Ballot. 
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Proxy - Punch-Card Voting 


See Party Agent. 


Of or having to do with the people as a 
whole. 


Funds provided by the government to 
reimburse expenses incurred by candi- 
dates and political parties to seek election. 


Session at which citizens present their 
views on a specific matter to a govern- 
ment body. 


Making sure that voters who support the 
candidate go to the polls and vote for the 
candidate on Election Day. The campaign 
should do everything short of “pulling” 
the voters to the polls. Generally only 
supporters who have been identified 
previously are encouraged to vote, except 
in areas of extreme support. 

See GOTV and Blind Pull. 


With punch card ballots, voters create 
holes in prepared ballot cards to indicate 
their choices. 
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Q&A - Quota 


Questions and Answers. 
See Press Q&A. 


The qualities that are in a person and 
that might qualify him/her in the process 
of demonstrating whether he /she is 
capable of fulfilling specified require- 
ments to run for elections, or to register 
to vote in an election... 


Results obtained through a quick count 
process used where the collation of the 
overall results can take a lengthy period. 


A number or percentage, especially of a 
certain gender or ethnic group or 
minority or unprivileged people, consti- 
tuting a required or targeted minimum so 
that the targeted groups fill the assigned 
number of seats. 
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Race - Referendum 


An election campaign is often compared 
to a running race in which candidates 
“run for office.” See Running for 
Office. 


Formal approval by voters or other persons 
of proposed policies, laws, or decisions. 


A campaign that spends its resources 
responding to the political landscape 
and what happens during the campaign. 
This is a campaign that lacks a plan, is 
always behind and cannot set the agen- 
da. See Proactive Campaign. 


A recheck is a normal procedure under- 
taken by an election manager before a 
preference count is conducted. All ballot 
papers are re-examined and counted 
again. Scrutineers are entitled to be pres- 
ent and should be aware of any correct- 
ed figures before a preference count is 
commenced. (This term should not be 
confused with the term “Recount’). 


A second or further count of votes in an 
election. 


A new arrangement of the electoral divi- 
sions in a state or territory with the result 
that the boundaries of some existing 
divisions are changed. 


The process by which individual states 
redraw district boundaries to adjust for 
changes in the population. 


The redrawing of electoral boundaries to 
ensure that there are, as near as possible, 
equal numbers of voters in each electorate. 


The legal process of submitting to the 
voters for their approval or rejection of 
proposed state of local laws or constitu- 
tional amendments. 
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Register of Electors - Representative Democracy 


It is a database of citizens who are qual- 
ified to vote. It contains basic informa- 
tion about each person - name, address, 
sex and date of birth. 


In order for a political party to become 
registered it should submit its legal 
papers to the government. Once the infor- 
mation on the application is verified and 
accepted, the party becomes eligible to 
be registered. 


Registering the names of eligible electors 
and relevant information on a list of electors. 


A setting where registration takes place 
in a face-to-face setting. 


The act of enrolling political parties and 
candidates to participate in the elections, 
on the basis of eligibility criteria and 
submitted signatures and deposits. 


The act of entering voters in the voters 
lists. Also known as Enrolment. 


A rejected ballot is one that has made its 
way into the ballot box but has been 
rejected because it was improperly 
marked, or was not marked at all when a 
mark was required. The most common 
criteria to reject a ballot are: ballot with 
no mark; ballot with mark for more than 
one candidate/political party/option 
when only one was supposed to be cho- 
sen; ballot marked with a type of pen or 
pencil other than the one provided at the 
polling station; unofficial mark accord- 
ing to the law; unusual marks; ballot 
marked so the voter could be identified; 
or ballot marked in a location prohibited 
by legislation (outside the circle, etc...). 


The ability to vote from anywhere an 
internet connection is available, such as 
home or office. 


A government in which the adult citi- 
zens of the country vote to elect the 
country’s leaders. These elected leaders 
make the governmental decisions. 
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Research - Running for Office 


All the information that will influence 
this election that your campaign can 
find. This may include information 
about the election rules, the district, the 
voters, past elections, this election, your 
candidate and any viable opponents. 
Research is the first step in putting 
together a campaign strategy and plan. 


Someone who lives at a particular place 
for a prolonged period or who was born 
there . 


Information as to the successful candi- 
date or candidates or party or parties. 


A returning officer is responsible for the 
preparation and conduct of an election 
in a specific electoral district. 


The ability to use language effectively. 
The undue use of exaggeration or dis- 
play. The art of influencing others 
through the use of words. The use of 
rhetoric is common among politicians. 


See Electoral List. 


Every decision to do something is a deci- 
sion not to do something else. Every 
campaign has a limited number of each 
of the resources, time, money and peo- 
ple, and must make decisions about how 
to use those resources. It is therefore 
important to have a written campaign 
plan which lays out the strategy. 


The party that becomes the administra- 
tive and policymaking center of the 
government. 


The act of campaigning for elective 
office. 


In certain systems, an election held to 
determine a winner with a majority of 
the votes when none of the candidates 
received a majority in the first round. 
The top two candidates who received 
the most votes in the first round will run 
in the run-off election. 


An election campaign is often compared 
to a running race in which candidates 
“run for office.” See Race. 
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Salvaged Votes - Semi-Proportional System 


The votes of a dropped candidate. These 
votes are not dropped, they are salvaged 
and transferred to the next choice on 
each ballot. 


A small part of the results intended as 
representative of the whole. 


The person in the campaign responsible 
for keeping the campaign calendar, the 
candidate’s calendar and responding to 
invitations. 


A person appointed by a candidate to 
observe voting and the scrutiny and 
count of ballot papers to satisfy their 
candidate that the poll was conducted 
strictly in accordance with the law. 


The checking and counting of ballot 
papers to ascertain the result of an 
election. 


Another term for division; used because 
the candidate elected then has a seat in 
parliament. 


In the context of elections, the process 
of distributing the seats in a legislative 
assembly to political parties or candi- 
dates on the basis of the number of votes 
they have obtained. 


See Two-Round System. 


Principle of voting that ensures that no 
one will know which political party or 
candidate the voter has chosen. 


Semi-PR systems are those which inher- 
ently translate votes cast into seats won 
in a way that falls somewhere between 
the proportionality of Proportional 
Representation (PR) systems and the 
majoritarianism of plurality-majority 
systems. 
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Silent Elector - Single Member Plurality (SMP) 


An elector who believes that having 
their name on the roll will place their 
personal safety or that of members of 
their family at risk can apply to have 
their address not shown on the roll. 


An election district in which one candi- 
date will win the position sought in this 
campaign. 


An electoral district which sends a sin- 
gle person to represent it in a govern- 
mental assembly. The point is made that 
this system may not lead to as broad rep- 
resentation of minority interests as sys- 
tems by which districts select several 
people to represent them. 


As in the Single Member Plurality 
(SMP) or the first Past the Post (FPTP) 
system, the country, in the Single 
Member Majority System (SMM), is 
also divided into constituencies and 
each constituency returns only one 
member to the National Assembly. 
However, the winner must obtain an 
absolute majority of votes in the con- 
stituency in the (SMM). In other words, 
he/she must obtain more votes than the 
combined votes of all the other candi- 
dates. If no candidate is able to secure an 
absolute majority of votes, then either a 
re-run is provided for in which the per- 
mitted number of candidates from the 
earlier poll are allowed to contest or 
some other arrangement is put in place 
to ensure that the winner in the end does 
command an absolute majority. 


Single Member Plurality works with 
single-member districts, meaning geo- 
graphically-defined districts that send 
one representative to a legislature. 
Voters in a given district cast one vote 
for their favorite candidate, and the can- 
didate receiving the most votes is elect- 
ed. This system commonly works in a 
series of two elections, in which primar- 
ies are held to determine a nominee from 
each major party, followed by a general 
election that pits the primary winners 
against one another. 
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Single Non-Transferable Vote - Sound Trucks 


A voting system under which each elec- 
tor has one vote even though there are 
multiple seats to be filled. Those candi- 
dates with the highest vote totals fill 
these positions. 


Only one political party is legally 
allowed to hold effective power. 
Although minor parties may sometimes 
be allowed, they are legally required to 
accept the leadership of the dominant 
party. This party may not always be, 
however, identical to the government, 
although sometimes positions within the 
party may in fact be more important than 
positions within the government. 


Uses multi-member districts, with voters 
ranking candidates in order of prefer- 
ence on the ballot paper in the same 
manner as the Alternative Vote. 
Preference marking is optional and vot- 
ers are not required to rank-order all 
candidates. If they wish they can mark 
only one. After the total number of first 
preferential votes are counted the count 
begins by establishing the quota. 


The election of one person from a field 
of candidates. 


This is a short phrase that voters may 
remember to identify the candidate or 
campaign. A slogan is not a message. 


See Hard Money/Soft Money. 


In the reporting of TV news, a very short 
statement, lasting no more than a few 
seconds, that tries to convey a specific 
idea, image, or perception that will 
attract the viewing audience’s attention. 


Automobiles with loud speakers attached 
to them that go through areas of the dis- 
trict broadcasting a message. These are 
considered part of the visibility method 
of voter contact. 
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Special Ballot - Sponsor 


A ballot paper for electors unable to 
attend a polling station. See also Postal 
vote, Advance Voting and Absentee 
Voting. 


An election not held at the usually 
scheduled time, often to fill a vacancy in 
the office. There is often a much lower 
voter turnout in a special or by-election. 
See By-Election. 


Facilities for electors who on voting day 
are unable to access a normal voting sta- 
tion in the electoral district in which 
they are registered to vote. 


Usually prepared remarks given orally 
to a group of people or a large audience. 


A media adviser or political consultant 
employed by a campaign to ensure that 
the candidate receives the best possible 
publicity in any given situation. For 
example, after a debate between the pres- 
idential candidates, each candidate’s 
“spin doctors” will seek out journalists so 
they can point out their candidate’s 
strengths in the debate and try to con- 
vince the press, and by extension the pub- 
lic, that their candidate “won” the debate. 
When these media advisers practice their 
craft, they are said to be “spinning” or 
putting “spin” on a situation or event. 


Ballot paper wrongly marked or dam- 
aged which may be replaced by a pool- 
ing official. 


An external funding source that enters 
into an agreement with a person or an 
organization to support research, 
instruction, public service, or other 
sponsored electoral activities. Sponsors 
include private businesses, corporations, 
foundations and other not-for-profit 
organizations, universities, and all levels 
governments. 
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Stay on Message - Suffrage 


When a candidate or campaign contin- 
ues to deliver the same message or 
theme at every opportunity. Often the 
opponent will try to pull the campaign 
off their message but it is critical not to 
let this happen. 


A meeting, or short series of meetings, 
of the candidate and any key advisors 
that will gather the necessary informa- 
tion and determine the overall strategy 
of the campaign. This strategy must be 
written down in the form of a campaign 
plan. See Campaign Plan. 


The method, written into the Campaign 
Plan, of what the campaign will do from 
this point to election day to elect the 
candidate to the chosen office. 


This is a nonscientific poll, taken in such 
a haphazard fashion that any results are 
not based upon the sample being truly 
representative of the population. An 
example would be TV broadcasters ask- 
ing members of the viewing audience to 
call in with a “yes” or “no” vote regard- 
ing a particular issue or question. The 
callers are unlikely to represent all of the 
important segments/ characteristics of 
the population as a whole. 


A standard speech delivered by a candi- 
date on many occasions. This speech 
should contain the campaign message as its 
core and be repeated at every opportunity. 


When a voter goes to cast a vote instead 
of another voter. It will be uncovered 
and proven by the revision of ballots and 
the comparison between the signatures 
and thumbmarks appearing in the Book 
of Voters and those appearing in the List 
of Voters with Voting Records used on 
election day. 


The right to vote or the Franchise. 
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Supporters - Swing Voter 


Voters and others who have been identified 
by the campaign as people who will vote 
for the candidate or party in this election. 


Are votes that a candidate may have in 
excess of the quota of votes in a Single 
Transferable Vote Election. 


Anyone speaking on behalf of the candi- 
date or otherwise officially representing 
the candidate. 


The difference between the performance 
of a candidate or party at one election in 
comparison to a previous election. 


An election district has a history of vot- 
ing for different parties or different 
types of candidates in the same or con- 
secutive elections. Because the district 
can “swing” back and forth between dif- 
ferent parties or candidates, it is often 
important to spend campaign resources 
to persuade voters in these districts to 
ensure that the campaign wins them. 
See Persuadability. 


Precincts within a particular election 
district that have a history of voting for 
different parties or different ideologies 
in different elections. The campaign 
may want to put extra resources into 
these districts to ensure that the candi- 
date wins them. See Precincts. 


Voters who are not tied to a particular 
political party or ideology, but have a 
history of voting for different parties or 
different ideologies in the same or dif- 
ferent elections. These voters are con- 
sidered persuadable and likely to be 
reached by a good campaign message or 
other information. See Persuadable Voter. 
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Tabulation of Votes - Tendered Ballot 


The process of compiling the result of a 
count at the election. 


A procedure or set of maneuvers engaged 
in to achieve an end, an aim, or a goal. 


Location where election results are 
displayed on election night. 


The form used for counting of ballots. 


Voters whom the campaign believes are 
most likely to be persuaded by the 
campaign’s message and thus provide 
the margin of victory. See Message and 
Margin of Victory. 


The process of dividing the voting 
population into smaller groups and 
determining which of the votes you 
want to concentrate your message on to 
provide the margin of victory. See 
Demographic Targeting and Geogra- 
phic Targeting. 


Telephone voting allows people to call 
different telephone numbers to indicate 
preference for different options, or a 
voter might call one number and indicate 
a preference by pressing buttons in a 
menu system. Its main drawback is the 
difficulty in verifying the identity of the 
voter and in permitting only one vote per 
person. Its chief advantage is the ease in 
getting people to participate. 


Person appointed to help count votes. 


Ballot, where the right of the voter is 
disputed or in doubt. Tendered votes are 
placed in envelopes, provisionally 
accepted, and subject to verification 
before being accepted for the count. 
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Term Limits - Touch-Screen Electronic Voting Machines 


Are restrictions on the number of terms 
a board member or elected official may 
serve in the same post. 


Any political party that is not one of the 
two parties that dominates politics and 
that receives a base of support and plays 
a role in influencing the outcome of an 
election. 


The starting point for a new state or 
experience. 


A list of candidates for election 
nominated by a political party or group; 
a slate and/or the declared principles or 
policies of a political party or group. 


See Vote Splitting. 


One of the three resources every 
political campaign has, the other two 
being people and money. It is important 
to determine how much time each cam- 
paign activity will take and plan for it. 
Unlike the other two resources, time is 
the same for each of the campaigns 
involved in an election, but not all 
campaigns use their time as effectively. 
See Campaign Resources. 


It is when the second votes of a Mixed 
Member Proportional election are 
used to balance up the proportionality of 
the district elected members to the 
popular proportionality. 


You register your choices electronically 
by touching a screen and record them 
when you touch Cast Vote. 
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Town Meeting - Two-Round System 


An informal gathering of an office- 
holder or candidate for office with a 
group of people, often local, in which 
the audience raises questions directly to 
the officeholder or candidate. 


A political poll taken later in the cam- 
paign to determine how the campaign’s 
message and the various methods of 
voter contact is affecting undecided and 
persuadable voters. See Baseline Poll 
and Political Poll. 


In Politics, transparency is the opposite 
of privacy; an activity is transparent if all 
information about it is freely available. 


An opening in a computer code through 
which a program can be altered. In the 
case of Direct recording electronic 
voting system, such an alteration could 
falsify the results of an election. 


This is the portion of the electorate that 
actually goes to the polls and votes. 
This can be referred to as a percentage 
or as a real number. 


An election system under which elections 
may be run in two stages. In electoral 
districts where no candidate wins an 
absolute majority of the votes on the first 
ballot (or first round of voting), a second 
election is held, with the contest 
restricted, say, to the two candidates who 
won the most votes on the first ballot, or 
only to those candidates who won more 
than a specified share of the vote. After 
the second ballot, the candidate with the 
most votes wins. 
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Unbiased - Upper House 


Without favor or blame, objective. 


In politics, the candidate who is viewed 
as trailing his or her opponent and/or is 
not favored to win the election. 
However, underdogs have been known 
to overcome the odds, especially in state 
and local races. 


Registered voter not affiliated with any 
major political party; informally known 
as “independent”. 


Having a single legislative chamber. 


The right of all the eligible voters to 
participate in the electoral process 
without discrimination based on gender, 
property rights, ethnicity, residence, 
race, etc... 


See Rejected Ballot. 


Results published by the media. 


Any ballot in excess of the number 
required which has not been used during 
the election. 


It is the Legislative Council, one of the 
two houses of State Parliament. Usually 
referred to as the Senate. This house is 
generally less powerful than the lower 
house. It is often called the ‘house of 
review’ as this is one of its major functions. 
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Valid Vote - Vote Counting Officer 


A vote cast in an election, marked 
according to the rules. Also known as 
Formal Vote. 


The principles considered desirable by 
the voters. 


From the Latin term veto means “I for- 
bid”. The vested power or constitutional 
right of one branch or department of 
government to refuse approval of meas- 
ures proposed by another department, 
especially the power of a chief executive 
to reject a bill passed by the legislature 
and thus prevent or delay its enactment 
into law. 


The voter contact method in which the 
candidate’s name is advertised on signs, 
t-shirts, cups and just about anything 
else. If seen enough this can often raise 
the candidates name recognition but it 
does little to persuade voters with a cam- 
paign message. 


A supporter of the candidate who gener- 
ally spends some of their time helping 
the campaign without being paid a 
salary. 


A person on the campaign staff responsible 
for recruiting and scheduling volunteers. 


Choice by an elector about party, candi- 
date or issue, expressed through a ballot 
at an election or a referendum. 


Vote Counting Assistant is the person 
who assist in counting votes . 


Vote Counting Officer can visit premis- 
es and conduct the count for, or assist, 
the Returning Officer, either manually 
on paper, or with computers. 
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Vote Counting/ Verification - Voter Fatigue 


The Vote Counting topic area deals with 
the actual counting of votes, which 
requires accuracy, speed and security. 


When voters vote for one candidate in 
one election and vote for a candidate 
from a different party or with a different 
ideology in the next election. Voters who 
shift their votes are considered to be per- 
suadable with a campaign message. See 
Persuadability. 


When voters vote for one candidate and 
vote for a candidate from a different 
party or with a different ideology on the 
same ballot in the same election. Voters 
who split their votes are considered to be 
persuadable with a campaign message. 
See Persuadability. 


Vote buying is a widespread phenome- 
non. It is usually viewed as a purely eco- 
nomic exchange in which the voter sells 
his or her vote to the highest bidder. 


This is any person who is able to vote in 
the election for a particular office. 
See Electorate. 


Less important or lower profile races 
often receive less votes than higher pro- 
file races because often voters do not 
know about the race, do not know the 
candidates and do not feel comfortable 
voting for candidates they do not know. 


Program to instruct the population about 
the electoral process. See Civic Edu- 
cation, Voter Information. 


The tendency of voters not to vote for can- 
didates they do not know or in races they 
do not care about. Voter fatigue is greatest 
in low profile or down ballot races. See 
Voter Drop Off, Low Profile and 
Down Ballot. 
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Voter File - Voter Verifiable Paper Audit Trail 


A database that contains at least the 
name and address of all the voters in a 
district. An enhanced voter file may 
have other information about the voters 
such as their phone numbers, their ages, 
and whether or not they have a history of 
voting in the past. Political parties and 
candidates may further enhance the 
voter file by finding out who supports 
the candidate or what issues are impor- 
tant to voters. The only way to do this is 
to ask voters directly. 


This includes: Voter Registration 
Fraud, Absentee Ballot Fraud, [legally 
or Improperly “Assisting” Others To 
Vote Their Absentee Ballot, and Vote- 
Buying. 


Short term program focusing on specif- 
ic election information. See Civic 
Education, Voter Education. 


Voters often care about things that affect 
them directly, such as their job or the 
education of their children. They often 
care less about policy issues that they 
have little control over. Candidates 
need to speak to the voters about things 
they care about. 


The act or process of registering a citi- 
zen to vote. 


The percentage or number of people 
who voted. The percentage can be based 
on voter registration or on voting age 
population. 


VVPAT stands for “Voter Verifiable 
Paper Audit Trail”. It is a kind of “vote 
receipt” printed by an electronic voting 
machine showing the elector his/her 
vote as it is being acquired by the elec- 
toral system. The VVPAT is retained by 
election official as the record of votes 
cast for purposes of an audit and any 
recount. VVPATs are to be considered 
the official records of the vote in case of 
recounts. A huge request of voting 
machines providing VVPATs is coming 
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Voter Verifiable Paper Audit Trail - Voting 


from the public opinion. The main point 
is that VVPATs give the voter more con- 
fidence about the electronic vote, and 
permit to recount votes in case of doubts. 


Provides voters with summary informa- 
tion on the voting ways used in their 
local polling places with pointers about 
the voting technology and how to vote 
successfully. May also cover how to 
investigate and get help when something 
goes wrong with the voting process. 


See Electoral List. 


The number of votes contained in the 
ballot boxes. 


Total number of citizens above the offi- 
cial voting age. 


Record list available in electoral dis- 
tricts containing information about all 
voters and their signatures. A voting 
book for general voting must be based 
on the list of voters for the voting area 
for which it is to be used, showing the 
name, residential address and voter 
number of each voter and providing a 
space opposite this information for the 
voter’s signature. 


A booth in which a person can cast a 
private vote. 


Voting for more than one candidate that 
voters believe in. 


A mechanical device used for voting. There 
are many different types of voting 
machines, like Full-Face Ballot Electronic 
Voting Machines, Touch-Screen Elec- 
tronic Voting Machines, Optical scan 
Voting Machines. 


This is what the public does to choose the 
politician they want to run their area or 
country. Also known as polling or balloting. 
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Representation by an area of a city that 
is devided into precincts. 


It is a vote that does not end up on a win- 
ning candidate. Some of these will be 
the exhausted votes but most are caused 
by poor election methods and/or poor 
design features of the entire election 
system being used. 


In the simplest kind of election, the can- 
didate who receives the most votes wins, 
or “takes all.” Most elections, whether 
of government officials or in the private 
sector, are decided on a winner-take-all 
basis. The winner is the person who 
receives a plurality of at least one vote. 


Writ is a document commanding an 
electoral officer to hold an election and 
contains dates for the close of rolls, the 
close of nominations, the polling day 
and the return of the writ. 


See Absentee Voting. 


Ward Representation - Write-in Ballot 
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